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ELLA y ay 
BY TED SIMMONS 


SOCCEROO South Melbourne by June and should Marth and Aurelio 
coach Eddie and Melbourne be free to play for Vidmar and I will 
Tho son re- Croatia. Australia. also be speaking to 


And he doesn't “Meanwhile, the former Socceroo 
discount using Aus- national squad for Alan Davidson. 
tralian players in the next month’s two “Alan will be 


team who have games against chosen in the paved 
made-the grade in Czechoslovakia will and it will be up 
search to blend Europe for the Syd- be announced after him if he Sana i 
local and.over- ney international in the January 6 NSL_ play.” 
seas stars into a June against round. Davidson last year 
successful natio- England. “Probably about, announced his re- 
nal side. I want to use the 10 players pick tirement from in- 
; 5 best players we themselves but the ternational soccer 
Thomson will have, whether they remaining positions and moves have 


head to Melbourne ‘are in Australia or are wide open, been made to return 
to watch candidates  yerseas,” he said. “T'll be closely him to the Socceroos 
for the Socceroos in “Players in looking at players —as captain. 

the National League Europe will have like Alex Bundalo, Thomson will re- 


match between finished their league Ian Gray,-Andrew’ tain the goalkeeping 
duo of Robert Zabi- 
ca from Adelaide 
City and John Filan 
from St George. 

He intends to give 
more squad experi- 
ence to Filan, who is 
also the Australian 
Olympic keeper. 

The Olympic 
squad doesn't get 
together in camp un- 
til March and will re- 
turn for another 
training session in 
April for the 
Oceania qualifying 
rounds in May. 

Thomson will 
have the games 
against Czechoslo- 
vakia and two 
matches against The impressive NSL championship trophy, now in the possession of 
New Zealand in Sydney Olympic. Who will lift the Cup on Grand Final day in April? 
May to prepare his 
team for the Eng- 


moe. ALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY 


are always the first 
priority but we don’t 


have our play-offs Secure your copy each week 


Sunshine’s Alan Roodhouse chases Preston's Lou Bekiaris — both 
clubs are at opposite ends of the NSL ladder at the half-way mark of 
the season — photo JOE MONTEMURRO. 


QUIT NATIONAL LEAGUE TAI 


Melb. Croatia 


Wollongong City .. 
Adelaide City 
‘Sydney Olympic 
Parra Melita 
Apia Leichhardt 
Heidelberg Utd 
Sunshine GC 


StGeorge..... 
Wollongong Macedonia 


SUNSHINE GC 3 (Clarkson, Waddell, Kindtner) ST 
GEORGE 1 (Harper) at Skinner Reserve. Crowd: 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 0 MARCONI (Seal, P. Okon, 
Markovski) at Middle Park. Crowd: 8,500. 
SYDNEY CROATIA 1 (Gibson) HEIDELBERG UTD 1 
(Rizopoulos) at Croatian Sports Centre. Crowd: 2,976. 
APIA LEICHHARDT 0 WOLLONGONG CITY 0 at 
Lambert Park. Crowd: 2,000. 
ADELAIDE CITY 1 (Falzon og) PARRA MELITA 1 
(Brown) at Hindmarsh Stadium. Crowd: 3,000. 
WOLLONGONG MACEDONIA 1 (Thornthwaite) Melb. 
Croatia 2 (White, Dunn og) at Brandon Park. Crowd: 
3 


2,647. 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 (Ironside, Ollerenshaw) PRE- 
STON 0 at St George Stadium. Crowd: 4,499. 


ROUND 13: 25,772 

AVERAGE PER GAME: 3,681 
TOTAL ATTENDANCI 5,836 
AVERAGE PER ROUND: 22,756 


TOP SCORERS 


DAVID SEAL (Marconi) 12 
TONY KRSLOVIG (Sydney Croatia) 10 
WARREN SPINK (Preston) 7 
IVAN KELIG (Melbourne Croatia) 7 
GREG BROWN (Parra Melita) 7 
FRANCIS AWARITEFE (Melbourne Croatia) 6 


(02) 660 2033 % FAX: (02) 692 0649 
» TELEX: AA22141 
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Publications Pty. Lid, ¥ 
(Accompany incorporated in New South Wales) 
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and advertising is Thursday morning 
of the WEEK PRIOR to issue date. 


LEGACY 
- still needs your help 


Please send:donations to your nearest Legacy office. 
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Pride of Melbourne at stake 


BY ALISTAIR RUSSELL : 


THE pride of Mel- 
bourne football 
goes on the line on 
Sunday, with the 
feature match of 
Round 14, South 
Melbourne and 
Melbourne 
Croatia. 

Without a 
championship in re- 
cent years, success- 
hungry fans in Mel- 
bourne feel this sum- 
mer season may be 
their year for glory, 
with the victor on Sun- 
day gaining very much 
the upperhand. 

Leaders Melbourne 
Croatia, with by far 
the best attacking re- 
cord in the league, 
have now gone seven 
games without defeat, 
following their narrow 
win at Wollongong 
Macedonia yesterday. 

With such shining 
lights as Francis Awar- 
itefe, Branko 
Milosevic and Alan 
Davidson, Melbourne 
Croatia have been un- 
stoppable at home 
dropping just one 
point, while averaging 
better than three goals 
a game. 

On the other side of 
the coin, Souths have 
netted six goals in their 
last two away matches, 
where they have lost 
just once all season. 

With Paul Wade, 
Mike Petersen and 
Paul Trimboli showing 
the way, the Puskas 
coached side have 
looked the team to 
beat this season de- 
spite their big loss to 
Marconi last weekend. 

While Kimon 
Taliadoros remains out 
injured, Puskas has in- 
troduced Michael 
Michalakopoulos with 
great success, netting 
four goals in four 
matches until 
yesterday. 

Although Croatia 
hold the home ground 
advantage, this match 
is too close to call, with 
another massive 
crowd, the only cer- 
tainty on Sunday. 

The teague’s top 
scorers. Tony Krslovic 
and David Seal meet 


“head on \for the first 


‘time this season, when 
Sydney Croatia make 
the short journey to 
Marcond fhdereee 


Local fans’ should 


top spot and Croatia 
fighting for a place in 
the five. 

The only side in the 
league. with a 100% 
home record, Marconi 
should have the ser- 
vices of midfield gene- 
tal, Tom McCulloch, 
who missed the South 
Melbourne clash 
yesterday through 
illness. 


With six goals in 
their last two matches 
and the i 3-0 
humbling of 
championship conten- 
ders South Melbourne 


*. el ithe vay 


Frank Bate and Darren Stewart in a aerial ballet of sorts in Sunday’s 0-0 
draw at Lambert Park — STEVE GOSCH pic. 


under their belt, Mar- 
coni will take some 
stopping on Sunday. 
Sydney Croatia’s 
stocks should be lifted 
with the return from 
suspension of outstan- 
ding defender, Vele- 
mir Kupresak, while 
Mike Grbeyski made 
his welcome return 


vered recently with the 
additions of Pezzano 
and Ratcliffe, but a 
scoreless draw would 
be a safe bet on 
Sunday. 

Heidelberg without 
a win for over two 
months host the unpre- 
dictable Sunshine this 
Sunday. 


dwellers Adelaide City 
and Sydney Olympic 
meet at Hindmarsh, 
while in other matches 
Wollongong Macedo- 
nia could surprise 
when they visit Melita 
and a draw looks 
favoured when the 
Saints host Apia. 


from injury last The young George 
weekend. Cross side’s inability to 

Without a win and perform away from 
with only three goals in home must be a worry 


six matches away from 
their home turf, 
‘Croatia must begin ‘to 
\pick up points vin ‘such 
matches, or risk slip- 
ping away from the top 
teams. 


Preston take ‘their 
appatling away record 
on the read this Sun- 
day to face the the, 
tough as nails Wollon- 
gong City at Brandon 
Park. 


-for coach Ernie 
Merrick. 

At home Georgie 
have blasted in ten 


for the next World 
Cup until 1993,” ‘he 


dive games without 
defeat. ‘ 


However, their 
leaky defence has | 
allowed 20 goals away 
from Skinner Reserve 
and Georgie have lost 
= their last three without 
With new signing i 
Tony Pezzano retain- 
ing two successive 
clean sheets and David 
Ratcliffe back in the 
heart of the Wolves 
defence, Preston will 
get no respite from 
their inability to find 
the net away from 
home. 


Despite only two de- 
feats in their last nine 
matches, Preston have! 
failed to score for 
seven and a half hours 
away from Connor 


The Bergers have 
been given some stick 
for their strong arm 
tactics recently, 
however, they ance 
again came back from 
the brink of defeat to 
glean a valuable point 
from Sydney Croatia 


Thomson 
organised support in| 
other States 
watch for prospects, 
outside the National 


squad was still open 
to other recom- 
imendations. 


ry. 
Sunshine, despite 
their poor away re- 
cord, should pick up 
the points on Sunday 
with the Bergers win- 
ning only twice in 11 


Reserve. matches between the 
The Wolves, on the _ two sides. 
brink of a.place in the A draw looks likely 


top five, have reco- when top five fringe 


PLAYER 
AWARDS 


Sydney Croatia 
v Heidelberg 


3 Petkovic (SC) 
2 Herd (H) 
1 Gibson (SC) 


Sunshine v 
St George 


3 Ketsakidis (Sun) 
2 De Amicis (Sun) 
1 O'Shea (SG) 


SM Hellas v 
Marconi 


3 P. Okon (M) 
2 Nastevski (M) 
1 Petersen (SMH) 


Apia v 
Wollongong 
City 
3K, Okon (A) 
2 M. Brown (A) 
1 Kuc (WC) 


Wollongong M 


| V Melb Croatia 


3 Davidson (MC) 
2 Donnelly (MC) 
1 Cavanah (WM) 


Sydney Olympic 
v Preston 

3 Phillips (SO) 

2 Spyridakos (SO) 

1 Jackson (P) 


Melita Eagles 
v Adelaide City 
3 Cerro (ME) 
2 T. Vidar (AC) 
1 Callanan (ME) 


PLAYER 
POINTS 


15: J. Filan (S1G) 


10: Ivanovic (AC), Biskic 


(MC), Krstovic (SC), McDo- 
wall (Heid), McCulloch 
(Marc), 


the 


emerged as 
favourite for the new 
ASF marketing and 
Promotions job follow- 
ing the withdrawal of 
John Warren, who had 


Stadium 
Information 
R055 21160 | 

Ipdated every day. | 
und every 15 minutes 
during home games. 


PASCOE VALE 


| SPORTSCENE 
Olympic bounce back | Dull draw at Lambert Pk 


SYDNEY Olympic, 
the current NSL 
champions, scored 
only their third vic- 
tory at the half-way 
mark of the League 
when they soundly 
defeated the visiting 
Preston 2-0 last night 
at the St George Sta- 
dium before a highly 
excited crowd of 
4,499. 

Olympic, in fact, 
should have built on this 
score when they missed 
golden opportunities 
with monotonous reg- 
ularity in the second 
half. 

Scott Ollerenshaw 
was the main culprit as 
he could have easily 
hailed a hat-trick, 

‘In the 56th minute 
Ollerenshaw beat Pre- 
ston’s sweeper Steve 
Jackson but his left 
footed shot from six 
metres shaved Preston's 
right post. 

On the hour mark 
Ollerenshaw yet again 
failed to score after 
being sent away by a 
magnificent pass off the 
wrong foot by Kevin 
Hagan, But 
Ollerenshaw’s cream 
puff drive to the far 
post, although beating 
goalkeeper Phil 
Traianedes, was 
brought under control 
comfortably by Jackson 
on the goal line before 
clearing to safety. 

Talented Preston 
midfielder George Pet- 
rov in the 65th minute 
was greatly disap- 
pointed as his rocketing 
15-metre drive grazed 
Gosling’s left post. 

Olympic coach Mick 
Hickman was relieved 


was, 


Apia’s Paul McFadd: 


Davie Barrett ir 


with the win stating: 
“Obviously I am 
pleased with the max- 
imum points but I was 
still not highly satisfied 
with the second half 
where we were patchy 
in spots and lost control 
for a period of 10 mi- 
nutes.” 


Alistair Edwards, 
Sydney Olympic’s grand 
final-goalscoring hero of 
last season and back 
from Singapore after a 
seven-month stint, was 
in extremely fine touch, 
laying off some immacu- 
late through balls with 
his back to the target. 


Edwards told ASW: 
“It is good to be back 
and I always wanted to 
come back to Olympic. 
But the last 20 minutes I 
must admit I was star- 
ting to feel jaded.” 

Meanwhile, an under- 


views on the p 


1 attended the Marconi v Wollongong 
Macedonia game last Sunday week and 
must say how pleasantly impressed | 


It was a wonderful experience. 


‘The atmosphere was terrific and both teams 


displayed considerable skills. 


Here are some comments from people present 


at that thrilling match. 


NSL Player, anonymous at his own request: 


The game needs a major shake-up, especially at 


the top. 


The game itself is much better than it used to 


be as far as standards are concerned. 


I am concerned about the self-opinionated 
amateurish officials who are more concerned ab- 


out their interests than soccer’s in general. 


Too many of our players are heading” overseas 
and unless major changes are made, the game 


THE GENERAL SPORTS STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 


413-415 BELL ST. PASCOE VALE STH. Ph. 354 2791 
‘CLUB DISCOUNTS on * Gear * Trophies * General Engraving & Printing’ 


len (left) and Olympic’s 
action in Round 11. 


standably disappointed 
Preston boss John 
Gardiner said: “They 
won the game, we mis- 
sed the chances.” 
Olympic killed the 
match when they scored 
within a lightning 52 
seconds after kick-off. 
Following a free kick 
on the left, teenage mid- 
fielder Steve Refenes 
blasted a rocket from 20 


PASCOE VALE 


SPORTSCENE 


t 
Preston’s right post. 

One minute later 
Olympic clicked the 
scoreboard a second 
time in spectacular 
fashion. 

Lanky target man 
Kevin Hagan blasted 
from right in front but 
Preston’s goalkeeper 
Traianedes miraculous- 
ly half blocked the hot 
chance as leftback 
George Jolevski in 
attempting to clear 
lifted the ball onto his 
crossbar. 

The ball came back 
off the bar and flew to 
the feet of Scott 
Ollerenshaw who belted 
straight into the target 
from six metres. 

Jolevski in the 26th 
crossed into the box but 
Warren Spink from 10 by * 
metres blasted over if. 


ci Gosling’s cross |! wollongong’s David Ratcliffe and Apia’s Brian Ellem do battle at 
ie Lambert Park — STEVE GOSCH photo. 


Seven minutes from 
half time Gosling crum- |} APIA and Wollon- 
bled to the ground after |} gong Wolves played 

out a fairly dull 0-0 


racing off his line to 
block a danger from the |! Graw yesterday at 
Lambert park. 


lurking Spink. Gosling 
Wollongong relied on 


collided heavily with 
Spink d 

pea anel pat. Gown 20)1) or acanityingehencs 
and Apia had trouble 


almost carried him inta 
the clear several times. 

However, one of 
Apia’s posse of defen« 
ders was always on his: 
tail. 


take the ball when it 
took a wicked bounce 
and almost ballooned 
into the net. 

Fortunately for Apia 
Hughes gathered it in 
and the crowd sighed 
with relief. 

Apia tried more 


Prolific Wollongong 
forward Frank Bate was 
shackled by Apia stop- 


receive first aid atten- 
finding their way 


tion for three minutes. 
through to Tony Pezza- 
nos’ Wollongong goal. 


attack in the first half 
with Milan Blagejovic 


OUR man at various NSL matches in NSW, Stephen Oldridge, is 
there specially to collect a cross section of ideas from some 
important people — the members of the soccer public. 

He is identifiable by his media badge, and will be glad to obtain your 
ress of the game. 

AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY will then print a selection of the 
pointers that he has obtained. | 
What are your ideas to advance the great game of soccer football? 
Tell them to Stephen Oldridge, as he moves to various grounds. 


leading from the back. 
Milan Blagojevic was 
the fly-wheel that spun 
‘Apia into many attacks 
with more often than 
‘not Klaus Okon the re- 
cipient of his precision 


The first half was a 
congested affair with 
thrills few and far 
between. 

In the 16th minute 
Wollongong midfielder 
Richard Lloyd slung in a _ 


metres that was going 
just wide of Preston’s 
Tight post. But tough 
midfielder Robbie Iro- 
nside raced in to stab 
the ball into the target 
from five metres and 
put Olympic ahead. 

In the 21st minute, 
Refenes again was in- 
volved, this time whip- 
ping in a cross from the 
right to find Alistair Ed- 
wards in centre box, but 
Edwards’ glancing 
header sailed wide of 


Ironside 7, Re- 
fonesol Edwards 6, 


Hagan 7. 
PRESTON: Tralanedes 
6, Roodhouse 7, Parton 


7, Jackson 8, Jolevski 7, 
Zinni 7 (Bekiaris Lge 
tt 


Trajanovski 6. 
SCORERS: R Ironside 
1m, Ollerenshaw 22m for 


Sydney Olympic. 
YELLOW CARD: Par- 

‘ton 55m for zpreston. 
REFEREE: C Bam- 


bridge 8. 
* CROWD: 4,499. 


has no future in Australia. 


Enrico: Advertising is what is needed, but it 
must be done properly to promote soccer as 
it should. 


I would like the ethnic club names kept, as we 
must not forget the people who starting the ball 
rolling for soccer in this country. 

The players need more marketing. 

The highest profile team is Marconi but how 
many people could name all of their first team 


players? 


Jim: 1 have been around long enough to see 
Marconi become a great club after humble begin- 


nings. 


Milan Blagojevic takes a tumble — and Api: 
are held to a draw at home — Photo by 


per Mark Brown, play- 
ing his umpteenth in- 
valuable game for Apia. 
If Bate had gone to 
the toilet at half-time 
Brown would have been 


close behind him. 
The second half was 
similar to the first with 


_only two major inci- 
de 


jents. 

Man-of-the-match 
Klaus Okon slammed a 
shot against the bar with 
Pezzano beaten and at 
the other end Hughes 
conjured up a save to 
remember from a Ibro 
Cahut drive. 

Thus the game ran 
down to a 0-0 tie. 

Wolves player-coach 
Dave Ratcliffe admitted 
a draw suited him. 

“If we had five strik-- 
ers we would have. play- 
ed them, however we 
didn’t and we used what 
we had. A point was 
fine with me as we had a 
couple of players out.” 
he said, 

‘Apia coach Manfred 
Schaefer was equally 
philosophical. 

“After the 2-0 loss 
last week I was happy 
with the draw. They are 
coming sixth and pro- 
vided nothing in mid- 
field, how can you play 
a team that only uses, 
the long boot up- 
field?” : 

APIA LEICHHARDT: 
Hughes 7, Blagojevic 7, 
Jennings 6, Stewart 6, 
Brown 7, McQuarrie 5, 
Ellem 6 (Clinch 88) 6, 
Gomez 5, McFadden 6 
(Murray 66), Bundalo 6, 
Okon 


7. 

WOLLONGONG CITY: 
Pezzano 6, Green 6, Holli- 
field 5, Morlando 6, Yank- 
os 5 (Colini 55) , Ratcliffe 
6, Cahut 6, Lloyd 6, Bate 
6, Hristovski 6, Kuc 6. 


Other clubs can learn from them and attempt 
to have the same excellent facilities. 

Too many clubs have atrocious facilities for 
spectators — and without the fans you cannot 
have a prosperous domestic soocer scene. 


STEVE GOSCH. 


low shot from the edge 


of the penalty area, mee 
Apia keeper Brett best served by Miladin REFEREE: P. Hulme 6. 


l| Hughes set himself to  Kuc whose long legs ‘CROWD: 2000 (approx.) 
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YELLOW CARDS: Mor- 
lando 6m, Green 81m, 
Hristovski 87m (WC). 


passes. 
Wollongong were 


Melita force 1-1 draw 


BY ALAN CLARK 
A composed Stadium. penalty only seconds Fal eines 
Melita Eagles bat- au! Blanco’s Mei. late earned the valu. Falzon playing for 


Melita in place of in- 
Hed 01a deserved itz fel! behind ater 59) 2° Meas youngs- jured Alfredo Barrios 
Point on Sunday in minutes when young ter Michael Brooks in Youth was the flavour 
a 1-1 draw against Jason Falzon unluckily 5, suspended skipper of the day, 
Adelaide City at Scored an own goal. Sergio Melta and for- And young legs 
Hindmarsh Buta Greg Brown mer AIS boy Jason Were needed to Cope 
with the hot humid 
conditions at Hind- 
marsh Stadium last 
night. 

Tony Vidmar made 
it even hotter for Meli- 
ta keeper Alex Mac- 
Pherson after just 
three minutes with a 
stinging shot the keep- 
er pushed for a corner. 

City had all the early 
territorial advantage 
but could not 
capitalise. 

Mercurial Marshall 
Soper was booked af- 
ter 14 minutes after 
Tony Vidmar was left 
lying holding his face 
behind play. 

Washington Gon- 
zalez showed his class 
at the 26 minute mark, 
when he killed a 
dangerous Aurelio 
Vidmar cross on his 
chest and sent Melita 
into attack. 


Apia’s Milan Blago- 
jevic in full stretch 

¥ against Wollongong 

yesterday. 


KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST... 
READ AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY 


Then Gomez, Soper 

of the heat with Melita 

content to keep City at 

Brown but his shot was Macedonia held their the 18th minute forcing _nia's turn , Pontidas 
charged down by Tony a corner on the right. missed the goal with a 


J 
eee) Game Macedonia 
for Brown to slip a 
poor shot wide, 
bay and hit on the p 
break. 
Vidmar, Prhie Josip Bisic took the header from only six 
Csoboth had a ven corner kick and Dale — metres» after John Caves 


The game was slow 
and deliberate because 
After 31 minutes BY LEN CHAFER 
aytee Gene set up] WOLLONGONG __ hit back straight away in Then it was Macedo- 
. Croatia but went ; 
chance after 39 mi- White, unmarked on — nagh crossed the ball 
nutes from a deep |} Gown 2-1 last night the goal line, out- from the left. 


Maxwell cross but | 4t Brandon Park. jumped the Macedonian Then in the 66th mi- 
headed over. Wollongong opened defence to head the ball nute a long goal kick 
Young Brooks came |} the scoring in the 15th into the net, from Melbourne 
NATIONAL FIXTURES off after 40 minutes for || ™inute when Zjelko "Melbourne Croatia Croatia's goalkeeper 
SOCCER City replaced by for- | J¥tim was put through then began to dictate found Awaritefe un- 
LEAGUE cr Joey Ross Aloisi, || the middie and David terms in the midfield marked and het tan 
=: mer Joey Ross Aloisi. Miller, the Melboune with Alan Davidson laid the ball square for 
yy : fees Carl Veart was Croatia goalkeeper, playing a strong role, Donnelly who shot 
ROUND 14 fouled by Geot Gino ll reached thosballuarst. tives in the Stadimie leatedeltebee moines 

. ning at the edge of the ll! and held it when going nute when Croatia | metres out, 


box just on half time |] down low in the penalty struck again. White 


potas tion WOLLONGONG MAcE- 
but Aurelio Vidmar’s area. took the ball well from e 
SUNDAY, JA RY 6 free kick was comfort- ll Jurin fell over the Davidson, shielded the Piney a beast 
ably held by Mac- goalkeeper's body but all and sent a brilliant 6, Darren Wilson 5 
Pherson. referee Gary Power ass to Biskic on the (Cabassi 59my, Kay 5, 
WOLLONGONG CITY v PRESTON MAKEDONIA Thad Soper iat cp Perna Cie ae Pontidas © (Seevinoveri 
! Brandon Park 6pm Brown with a point- || harshly) to the spot. Bisic drew the 88m), Cavanah 7, Mar- 


Thornthwaite made 


: kovski 5, Jurin 5, 
ST GEORGE BSC v APIA LEICHHARDT oa ee EE be at Uh acc tEEe Hey aaghiczoalkesbersetentsthe: (ROFSKLB 


rected it straight at 'Wol ball across the goal-line MELBOURNE 
St George Stadium 7pm Adcity keeper Robert emer Whiter sea aad Fl ey trying GROATIA: Miller 6, 
i tl ut David: 8, Marth 6, 
HEIDELBERG UNITED v SUNSHINE GEORGE CROSS ee hat was ff EIR PRES Raeecns seneh $, 
ae . utes later a ‘ 
Olympic Village 6pm fo gas he only sxe ff Macedonia ad a great Melbourne Croatia be: ire 6 2s, white 5 
a t two uw gan the second ha (Duzel 87m), Awaritefe 6. 
MARCONI v SYDNEY CROATIA citement. shane OL SebNa put i, Where they left off and © “Rerenetienaieee 
Marconi Stadium 7pm Both teams will be I} 3 clever ball through to Biskic put a beautiful ES ea 
ith th int | i long ball through to unn S7m }, Talajic 
MELBOURNE CROATIA v STH MELBOURNE HELLAS |} Pry with the point Ae Saad a ae ee ee ~ 2 lc) Bona 
Somers Street 6pm to the new ie for a lll er to beat, Markovski eee es past te ieee Achen ban 
charge into the five. ut his shot wide of goal ‘: : Thorntwaite 15m (pen: 
MELITA EAGLES v WOLLONGONG MACEDONIA ADELAIDE CITY: zabi- Romani ai meres but unfortunately fir (wm), White 18m fie) 
Melita Stadium 6pm ca 6, Shillabeer 6,7 Vid- jl] out. him it cleared the far unn'32m (0 g) (MC). 
OLTMENG mar 8,lvanovic 6, toy 7, Melbourne Croatia post as well. CROWD: 2,647. 
ADELAIDE CITY v SYDNEY OLYMP! Brooks (Aloisi 40m $5 


Christopoulos 78m), Cso- 
both 5, Veart 5, Mullen 7, 
Maxwell 6, A Vidmar 6. 
MELITA EAGLES: Mac- 
Pherson 6, Rezo 6, Fal- 
zon 6, Callanan 7, Gon- 
zalez 7, Cerro 8, Nowicki 
5, Gene 6 (Mason 72m), 
Soper 6, Brown 7, Gun- 
ning 6 (Parison 85m). 
SCORERS: Faizon Som 
(0g) (AC); Brown 60m (ME). 
YELLOW CARDS: Sop- 
, . er 14m (ME), Callanan 
Foundation # Boumeauon 62m (ME); Shillabeer 80m 
- A. (Ac), 


Hindmarsh Stadium 8pm 


South Australia 


ASW’s Greg Blake can 
be heard each weekend on 
3AK’s SUPER SOCCER SUNDAY 
— CHECK YOUR RADIO GUIDE FOR DETAILS — 


SAK1503 The Renaissane 


- Isabel 
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Masterful Marconi merciless 


BY GREG BLAKE 


’ in awarding the spot- 
kick. 


Paul Okon’s penalty 
was magnificently saved 
by the diving MacLaren 
but MacLaren could 
only watch in despair as 
Okon followed up to 
slam home the rebound. 


With 10 mintes to 
play, Lowe did brilliant- 
ly to shield the ball from 
three defenders deep in- 
side the penalty box be- 
fore turning and chip- 
ping to the back post to 
where Markovski rifled 
home a fearsome right 
footer in spectacular 
style to make it 3-0. 


dued Hellas dressing 
room. 

“But the ball is round 
and one day it’s for us 
and one day it’s for 
them.” 

SOUTH MELBOURNE: 
MacLaren 6, Healy 6, 
Postecoglou 7, Durako- 
vic 6, Blair 6, Wade 6, 
Michalakopoulos 5, 
Petersen 7, Trimboli 5, 
Wright 5 (Palatsides 74m), 
Tsolakis 6. 


MARCONI: Catlin 7, 
7, 


65m), Jones 6, Seal 6 
(Corica 83m), Markovski 

7, Lowe 7. 
SCORERS: Seal 58m, 
ki 


“Marcoini is a good kon 72m, M 
the best in Aus- |EFEREE: P Spiers 
said Hellas boss GROWD:) 2.500 
Ferenc Puskas in a sub- (approx). 
ZLATKO NASTEVSKI BRA VE BERGER DRA W 
MARCONI coach roared with delight as 
Berti Mariani clearly Hellas pressed forward BY FRANK SCICLUNA 
master ded the to create five shots on stage, with tight mar- 


understatement of 
the day after his side 
had come to Middle 
Park and well and 
truly crushed South 
Melbourne 3-0 
yesterday. 

Of the performance 
of Zlatko Nastevski, 
Mariani merely said: 
“Nastevski adds that 
link between midfiel- 
ders and front run- 
ners.” 

Nastevski was not 
only the link but to my 
mind the Marconi maes- 
if nl 


match with a remark- 
able display of defence 
splitting passes, positio- 
nal play, surging runs 
and-telling shots. 

Had the tiring Nas- 
tevski not been substi- 
tuted in the 65th minute 
there is no doubt he 
would have taken man 
of the match honours. 

In the end the hon- 
ours fell to powerful 
eighteensyear-old Paul 
Okon for what was vir- 
tually a flawless display 
in the centre of a domi- 
nant Marconi defence, 

‘A huge crowd packed 
Middle Park for a clash 
of titans, fully expecting 
South Melbourne to ex- 
tend its unbeaten 23- 
match home run. 

In the early stages the 
blue and white army 


the Marconi goal in the 
first twenty minutes of 
lay. 

South Melbourne’s 
best chance came in the 
20th minute when 
Michalakopoulos had 
his shot on the run 
saved by Catlin and 
from the resultant cor- 
ner from Tsolak 
Wade's blistering head- 
er down was parried by 
the goalkeeper and 
cleared by de Marigny. 

Rather than lift South 
Melbourne the incident 
seemed to spark Nas- 
tevski and the green 
machine into action. 

Led from the front*by 
the elegant Nastevski, 
Marconi put together an 
encouraging end to the 
first half and a success- 
ful opening to the 
second half. 

In the 58th minute, 
Marconi broke the 
deadlock, 

Nastevski curled a 
freekick from outside 
the box to the edge of 
the seven metre area 
and Seal rose majes- 
tically to head the ball 
home. 

Marconi struck again 
14 minutes later as Seal 
squared to substitute 
Peter Katholos who 
brillianlty turned Blair 
and the Hellas defender 
could do little but to 
dive and punch the ball 
clear and referee Peter 
Spiers had no hesitation 


SUBSCRIPTIONS { 


You can receive a mail subscription copy of 
Australia's premier soccer publication each 
week for a full year from subscription 
commencement date simply by mailing the 
coupon and your cheque for $90 (overseas 
airmail rates on request) made payable to 
“Australian Soccer Weekly” to 
P.O. Box 406, BROADWAY. NSW. 2007. 
%* EXTENSIVE NEWS COVER — NATIONAL 
SOCCER LEAGUE, THE STATES, JUNIORS, 
INDOOR, WOMEN, UNITED KINGDOM, 
SOUTH AMERICA, EUROPE & AROUND THE 


WORLD. 
FIRST, BIGGEST & BEST! 


COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


SUBSCRIPTION FOR $90.00 


sv 


A highly committed 
Heidelberg United 
fought back well 
from going a goal 
down after just 40 
seconds to deserved- 
ly share the points 
with a lacklustre 
Sydney Cro ina 
dull 1-1 draw at the 
Croatian Sports Cen- 
tre last night. 

Following their unex- 
pected draw with hot 
shots South Melbourne 
last week this point was 
more than welcome in 
Heidelberg’s desperate 
battle tor NSi. survival. 

Croatia coach Tony 
Vraina was more than a 
little concerned before 
the match because of 
niggling injuries carried 
by strikers Tony Krslo- 
vic and Manis Lamond. 

Together with the 
suspension of star de- 
fender Velimir Kupre- 
sak and the physical 
type of game expected 
from the Bergers Vrzina 
was quite apprehensive 
about the outcome. 

But before Vrzina or 
anybody else realised 
what was happening, 
Croatia went a goal 
ahead in the first 40 
seconds. 

‘Heidelbérg midfiel- 
der George Slifkas 
attempted a backpass 
from the edge of the box 
which «deflected off a 
team mate and fell nice- 
ly for John Gibson to 
pick his spot before slot- 
ting it wide of keeper 
Jeff Olver. 


That shock goal may 
have come a little too 
early as Croatia 
appeared to relax, 
allowing Heidelberg to 
take control in the mid- 
dle of the park with lit- 
tle Willie Herd causing 
all sorts of problems. 

When Heidelberg got 
on level terms after 26 
minutes it was no more 
than they deserved, and 
Herd was the chief 
architect. 


He floated the ball 
from the right, 
completely beyond a 
ball-watching defence, 
allowing Terry Rizo- 
loupolous to ghost in 
and connect with a good 
header which beat 
Franken all ends up. 

The visitors were hav- 
ing the best of it at this 


king on the the Croatia 
dangermen and calm, 
controlled build-ups 
from the back causing a 
number of headaches. 

Croatia had their best 
chance right on the half 
time whistle when Ped- 
ro Ricoy sent a. header 
curling over the bar. 

With both Krslovic 
and Lamond completely 
marked out of the 
game, Croatia began us- 
ing Gibson wide on the 
right touchline to 
capitalise on the large 
amount of space which 
began to appear. 

From one such move, 
in the 50th minute, Gib- 
son set up Krslovic 15 
metres outybut the 
striker wasted h 
chance by sending his 
shot well over the bar. 

The type of commit- 
ment which has now be- 
come synonymous with 
this Heidelberg side 
kept them well in the 
match, even though 
they appeared content 
to play it tight and look 
for a quick counter- 
attack to snatch a 
winner. 

Heidelberg’s de- 
termination to hang on 
to at least a point, cou- 
pled with Croatia’s lack 
of spark in attack, 
turned the game into a 
dull, mediocre affair for 
the 2976 disappointed 
fans. 

Krslovic came close 
to breaking the dead- 
lock in the dying mo- 
ments when his attempt 
shaved the crossbar and 
an Angie Goutzoulis 20- 
metre run looked pro- 
mising but like the game 
itself, nothing decisive 
came out of it. 

SYDNEY CROATIA: 
Franken 6, Carter 7, 
Grbevski 6, Zelic 6, 
vic 6, Runje 6 (Stanton 
76m), Petkovic 7, Gibson 
7, Ricoy 7, Lamond 6, 
Krslovic 6. 


HEIDELBERG: Olver 7, 
Bratten 6, Rizopoulos 7, 
McDowall 6, Cannell 6, 

Stubbins 6, Herd 
7, Stevenson 6, Gout- 
zoulis 7, Slifkas 6 (Bor- 
85m) 


dignon 85m). 

SCORERS: Gibson im 
for Croatia; Rizopoulos 
26m for Heidelberg. 

YELLOW CARDS: Pet- 


7im for Heidelberg. 
REFEREE: J McCon- 
nell 5. 
‘CROWD: 2876. 


SUNSHINE George 
Cross completely 
outplayed a disap- 
pointing St George 
to collect a valuable 
two points in a 
match that both 
sides desperately 
needed to win at 
Skinner Reserve 
yesterday. 

George Cross opened 
the scoring in the 22nd 
minute through David 
Clarkson but the goal 
was cancelled out 12 mi- 
nutes later by Alan 
Harper. 

In the second half 
George Cross made 
sure of the points when 
John Waddell converted 
a penalty in the 7ist mi- 
nute and one minute 
from full time Lorenz 
Kindtner rounded off 
the scoring. 

In the second minute 
St George came close to 
opening the scoring 
when Kesat Katovic was 
denied from close range 
by George Cross keeper 
Frank Talia who made a 
brilliant fingertip save. 

A four-minute burst 
of pressure from 
George Cross paid di- 
vidends in the 22nd mi- 
nute when David Clark- 
son scored with ease. 

A superb through ball 
from Gary Hasler found 
Clarkson in the clear 
and with only keeper 
John Filan to beat, he 
neatly tucked the ball 
under the keeper's body 
and into the back of the 
net. 

George Cross came 


BOBBY CATLIN 


BY DAVID BULLOCK 


close to extending their 
lead on the half-hour 
when Damian Mori hit a 
thundering shot from 25 
metres that went sailing 
centimetres over the 
crossbar. 

Saints hit back to 
equalise in the 34th mi- 
nute thanks to some fine 
running and determina- 
tion from Vince Col- 
agiuri. 

Colagiuri sent a low 
pass into the box where 
Alan Harper neatly slot- 
ted the ball past Talia 
with ease. 

In the 39th minute 
Lorenz Kindtner came 
within centimetres of 
scoring when he shot at 
the near post after col- 
lecting a cross from 
Hasler. 

A minute from half 
time a neat cross from 
Hasler was met by Da- 
mien Mori who from 
point blank range vol- 
leyed his shot cen- 
timetres over the 
crossbar. 

In the opening minute 
of the second half Has- 
ler was once again the 
playmaker as he clever- 
ly backheeled the ball 
into the path of Clark- 
son who from the edge 
of the penalty area hit a 
thundering shot that 
cannoned off the 


MARCONI 
STADIUM 


SUNDAY 
7PM 


YOUTH LEAGUE 
5PM 


A NIGHT OF FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 
BRESCIA FURNITURE 
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crossbar. 

As the match see- 
sawed play went from 
end to end in quick suc- 
cession until the 71st mi- 
nute when George 
Cross grabbed the in- 
itiative. 

A harsh challenge 
from St George defen- 
der Domonic Longo on 
substitute Andy Hum- 
ble was penalised by re- 
feree David Mortimer 
who had no hesitation in 
pointing to the spot. 

Waddell stepped up 


‘and made no mistake, 


hitting his shot into the’ 
bottom right hand cor- 
ner despite a desperate 
lunge from Filan. 

In the final minute 
Kindtner grabbed his 
fifth goal of the season 
when a pass from Clark- 
son inside the area was 
blasted into the back of 
the net giving Filan no 
chance. 

SUNSHINE GEORGE 
CROSS: Talia 6, Mori 6, 
Roodhouse 6, Waddell 6, 
Ketsakidis 7, C Foster 5 
(Fabrizio 75m), Kindtner 
6, 5 (Humble 68m), 
Hasler 5, Clarkson 6, De 
Amicis 6. 

ST GEORGE: Filan 6, 
Milicevic 5, Longo 5, Mof- 
fitt 5, Koczka 5, O'Shea 6, 
Harper 5, Katovic 4 (EI All 
46m 5), Baillle 5, tlic § 
(Easthorpe 75m), Col- 
agiuri 6. 

SCORERS: Sunshine 
George Cross: Clarkson 
22nd, Waddell 71st (pen), 
ben 89th; St George 

YELLOW CARDS: Hun- 
ter 21m for Sunshine. 

REFEREE D Mortimer 


5. 
CROWD: 2,200. 


IVAN PETKOVIC 


Chit Chat ... Chit Chat 


Former Apia Leichhardt Socceroo midfield 
was due back in Sydney last week to visit 


2 
Deal ‘ 
ler Jason van Blerk (right) 
his family during his club, St 


‘ Truiden’s, Belgian winter break. 
If anyone — other than plan is aimed to see us Quite a few well-known 
Wollongong City’s tall cash-positive as soon mames are being 
midfielder Richard 4s possible.” around as like- 
Lloyd — has marked pares ly starters for New- 


Tony Cottee, let him 
stand up and be 
counted! 

During a playing ex- 
perience tour that took 
him to the United 
Kingdom and the USA, 
Lloyd stayed with for- 
mer Wolves player De- 
rek O’Neill in Ireland. 

O'Neill has been 
playing for Athlone 
Town, who had a pre- 
season home match 
with Everton. Lloyd 
was invited to take his 
boots down to the 
game, and ended up 
playing for 20 minutes 
as a replacement, 
trying to keep Cottee 

et. 


“It was a great ex- 
perience. We led 1-0 
but lost 5-1,” he said. 

ahh 


Over the recent back ' 


to back winter and 
summer seasons Wol- 
longong City were 
$26,000 down on their 
operations. 

Prior to that they 
were $43,000 ahead. 

The current position 
reveals a deficit of 
$42,000 as per the up- 
to-date statement pro- 
cessed by accounting 
firm, Coopers and 
Lybrand. The dire- 
ctors guarantee the 
overdraft but, says club 
president Laurie Kel- 
ly, “the new business 


Craig Johnston, 
through public rela- 
tions consultants 
Karen Grega and 
Associates, has a num- 
ber of youth soccer 
promotional deals in 
the pipeline. No details 
can be announced as 
yet. 


wk 
Scott Whittaker and 
Chris Tyson, well 
known around the soc- 
cer scene, will again 
have a high profile in 
the new year. 

Their Delta Sports 
and Marketing will be 
strongly in the field, 
with marketing rights 
for Sydney for the 
well-known Mitre 
brand football pro- 
ducts, 

kkk 

Wollongong City de- 
fender Mike Hollifield 
has applied for perma- 
nent residency in Aus- 
tralia. The big fellow 
brought his family out 
from England for the 
second time at the start 
of the present NSL sea- 
son. During his career 
he has had 16 games in 
the English First Divi- 
sion, in the days when 
Wolverhampton Wan- 
derers were in the top 
league. 


ak 


castle BHP Austral, 
when the club gains 

to the Natio- 
nal Soccer League. 
And, would you believe 
it, many of them are 
Newcastle-born and 
bred? 

whe 


Former Socceroo great 
turned Wollongong 
City coach, David 
Ratcliffe, has resumed 
his playing career. 

“We need a bit of 
experience to direct 
things, and I haven't 
been able to find the 
man to do the job. I've 
slowed up a bit, but 
I’m sure I can provide 
a deal of what we 
need,” he said. 

At the start of the 
year the Wolves mis- 
sed out in their bid to 
lure Alex Bundalo 
back home to Wollon- 
gong from Lambert 
Park. 


took 

Apia Leichhardt presi- 
dent Ron Orsatti is in- 
furiated that the doors 
of Leichhardt Oval are 
padlocked all summer, 
when his club should 
be using the ground 

He is moving heaven 
and earth to get a 
seemingly obd 
Leichhardt Municipal 
Council to make the 
ground available. 
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Meanwhile, Apia has play in February 
to kick off their home which doesn’t leave me 
games at Spm in the much time to spare,” 
summer heat, he said. 

tk 
Sydney Croatia has ak 
Bee hee south Melbourne's 
grandstand. The fund. ‘und 11 win Over St 
raising immediately George took its cur- 
followed an inspired Tet unbeaten home 
John Taylor article in Sttetch to 23 successive 
the Sydney Telegraph. matches. 
Mirror, in which the The Melbourne 
club’s difficulties in giant is now just three 
Meeting the Bradley games away from 
Report guidelines equalling Sydney 
were highlighted. Croatia’s long-stand- 

vist ing NSL record of 26 
St George striker U"beaten matches at 
Matthew Bingley. will hope, ‘Tecorded ‘be- 
soon find out whether een 1984 and 1987, 
his soccer career takes To equal that record 
a temporary or long Souths must overcome 
term stoppage. The 19- Marconi, Melita and 
year-old dynamo Wollongong Macedo- 
limped off the field last 4 at Middle Park and 
Sunday week after a then, to break the reg 
heavy clash with Syd- cord, it must, ironical- 
ney Croatia goalkeeper !Y, meet Sydney 
Anthony Franken, and  Foatia in Round 19. 
is expecting a decision ‘That round 19 clash 
on bis knee injury to- Will be a big day for the 
day. Bingley had fol- lub if it can overtake 
lowed a huge wind- that impressive Sydney 
assisted clearance kick | Croatia record. 
from St George hehahel 
goalkeeper John Filan David Lowe is another 
into the Croatia penal- player who may head 
ty area where he out- overseas. The class: 
jumped Franken to Marconi midfielder is 
head the first goal. Reece! = Kecait to 
Bi told that if Play _im Malaysia dur- 
iemecan bee recon iB the offseason, 
struction he could be Sex 
sidelined for possibly Sydney Olympic have 
eight months but if it. fined Abbas Saad for 
was only strained he his ‘‘comeback”’ send- 
could be back in four off against Melita 
to six weeks. He had Eagles. Serving a one- 
been worried earlier in game suspension, 
the season with a tissue Saad missed yester- 
problem in the right day's match against 
knee which occured Preston. 
while he was playing tk 
sesaicees setraline Marconi’s David Seal 
Oceania qualifying 2n4,gioPacn Corica 
rounds in Fiji. His big- 
gest concern is re- pists ep 
Saree Baie te res oe aeanGeRte 18 
tan kis, place: in the; ~ SOT Te teerey ie 
Australian side for the be 
Oceania Paul Trimboli. 

playoff match 

imst Israel next bid 

I’ve got six Australian Soccer 
weeks before the youth Federation general 
team is scheduled to secretary Alan Vessey 


Parramatta Melita’s Alfredo Barrios is screen- 

ing off Gary Bratten of Heidelberg. Both are 

key players for their clubs. — Photo by 
STEPHEN GOSCH. 


is back in Sydney after” opportunity to have 
finalising plans for the talks with the Asian 
England tour with En-  Confederation’s FIFA 
glish FA representa- representative Peter _ 
tive Glen Kirton in Velappan and believes 
Malaysia. there will be a more 
Vessey took the united push by Asia 
Malaysian trip and Oceania. 


Let’s not forget SBS 


ALTHOUGH Australian soccer fans continual- 
ly scream for more of their favourite game on 
television, they should turn back the clock 10 
years and appreciate how much things have 
changed since then. 


It is true to say that by 
international standards 
we are still a long way 
from obtaining a ‘heal- 
thy’ soccer diet on our 
television sets, hours of 
coverage-wise. 

However, if it weren't 
for the efforts of SBS, 
the level of soccer 
coverage would be even 
less. 

When network 0-28 
first hit our screens in 
the latter half of 1980, 
soccer coverage was vir. 
tually non-existent. P 

The ABC showed ae 
“Match of the Day’ and 
Channel 7 occasionally LES MURRAY 
screened ‘The Big 


League’ — both British ee 
commodities. pean Champions’, Cup- 


Winners’, UEFA, and 

Our own game had'n0 Intercontinental Club 
Pi euapat from: Fred ~ Cup ginals every yearly 
Villiers’ five-minute out television rene 
pane De gc SBS has continued to 
GF ENON! nec canecits atatidaralioe 
ba ter apes Wem ee coverage in re- 

As for coverage of cent years. 
tonne ntese rae Its productions of the 
well have not existed. ae , one ninaee ae 

When ‘World Soccer’ 
hit the screen. that. same jryonusa Gu pe mere, oot 
year, with Les Murray, imma “ 
it was almost an unim- [Ents 
aginable happening, With such a record, 
given the ‘soccer pe'pave easily been 
famuine\spparcal ab theo NA oe Craleneabeeotic 
es greatest allies in the past 

decade, 

After giving so much 
to the local game, one 
could not blame the 
SBS team if they felt 
bitterly disappointed at 
the QNSL and the 
ASF's decision to give 
their match coverage 
tights to the ABC. 

It is ironic that SBS, 
who initiated the cover. 
age of the Socceroos 
and the domestic league 
on a wide basis, can no 
longer do so. 

One can understand 
to a degree why the two 


live telecasts of Euro- 


ELEVISION 
Juventus ys Inter 
Milan, Real Madrid vs 
Barcelona, Ajax vs 
Feyenoord — all these 
matches became a real- 
ity as SBS began break- 
ing the soccer ‘drought’ soccer bodies have 
which had gone on for changed allegiances. 
too long in this country. ' The ABC, they be- 

Tt wasn't long before  jieve, can give soccer a 
the station started much greater level of 
addressing the isolation exposure with its Aus: 
of our own domestic tralia-wide communica- 


ae ee _, ~~ tions network. 
As its resources wide- 
ned, it began covering Nonetheless, these 


NSL matches on a con- facts mustn't be. all that 
sistent basis, and pro- comforting for SBS who 
ducing shows which re- ate now restricted to 
viewed games and in- nai only inter- 
vestigated the profiles national games. : 
of various local teams. The ABC will no 

SBS also helped doubt provide a compe- 
Promote the game to tent standard of soccer 
youngsters by giving broadcasting in the 
them their own show, Years to come. R 
“Captain Socceroo’’. However, SBS will 
which concentrated on till remain a soccer in- 
teaching the game's fun- _Stitution in the eyes of 
damental skills to young _ local fans. 
players. After all, who can 

As the 1980s rolled forget an entity which 
on, so did the station’s first brought us the 
Passion for soccer. cream of soccer into our 

Coverage of Socceroo living rooms on a week 
matches became a fact to week basis? 
of life, and we are now 
all accustomed to seeing — TONY ABATE 


THIS WEEK’S MATCH LIST 


WEEK 284 
SAT. 5th JANUARY, 1991 


*ENGLISH DIVISION 3 
TVAUXHALL LEAGUE P} 


: 


11520; Melbourne (03) 


Results are available fr 
after 5pm Mondays. 


* Winning match numbers and 


RESULTS AND DIVIDEND HOTLINES 
Phone: 00555 0787 Australia Wide. Or, Sydney (02) 


Adelaide (08) 11521; Perth (09) 11520. 


REMIER DIVISION 


supplementary number. 


ens ssase) 


11521; Brisbane (07) 11699: 3 


fom 8pm. Sundays, dividends 


ARSENAL SUNDERLAND z] 
‘ASTON VILLA WIMBLEDON. 2 
BARNSLEY LEEDS 3 . 
BLACKBURN LIVERPOOL 4 It takes only SIX 
H [aaron SCUNTHORPE | 5 
2 | CHARLTON EVERTON 6 . 
[COVENTRY ——Wican a——|-> numbers to win. : - 
@ [HULL NOTTS. C. 8] MATCH RESULTS Winning Match Numbers (in numercial order): 
8 [MIDDLESBRO PLYMOUTH oy 12, 15, 17, 21, 24, 28, 
2 ee FEESTER i Za WEEK 283 Supplementary Number: 34. 
NORWICH BRISTOL. | 12 c 90 wetnaroct 
| SHEFF. UNITED LUTON 1B SAT. 29th DECEMBER, 19 oh 
SOUTHAMPTON _IPSWicH 14 TASENAL SHEFF UTD. Ta 
|_» [GRIMSBY BURY 15 & [COVENTRY NORWICH 20) tive” te 
DARLINGTON CARLISLE EVERTON DERBY 20 Beottian division 
5 [Leeps WIMBLEDON : Bi 
LINCOLN WALSALL LUTON CHELSEA | 5/20 
BOSTON UNITED MACCLESFIELD MAN. UNITED ASTON VILLA | 6] 1 
GATESHEAD CHELTENHAM SOUTHAMPTON TOTTENHAM | _7| 
KETTERING KID'MINSTER BLACKBURN OXFORDUTD. | 8 | 
| MERTHYR T. RUNCORN [22 | BRIGHTON LEICESTER | ‘9 | 
| NORTHWICH FISHER ATH. [23 | BRISTOLC. MIDDLESBRO | 10 | Ft 
WELLING UTD, YEOVIL a 
| BISHOP AUK. — SOUTHPORT IPSWICH CHARLTON. aig 
25 FRICKLEY A. MOSSLEY Es 0 
33 | GAINSBORO [NEWCASTLE NOTTS.C.___| ie . 
a i : : 
g SHEFF WED. _ PORTSMOUTH 3 Playing Sundays cryatat Patace'y Liverpoot 
|_“ | SHEPSHED WITTON A. WATFORD SWINDON ' Engiien stviston toes A is 
CRAWLEY DORCHESTER WEST BROM, WOLVES 1, é 
: {GLOUCESTER CHELMSFORD WESTHAM PORT VALE ‘ 
; | GRAVESEND BIRMINGHAM BOLTON : 
BOURNEMOUTH LEYTON, 3 
> [BURY PRESTON 4 eiiiahe weanessey 3 Poreanouth 1 
CAMBRIDGE U._ GRIMSBY 5 Mest Bromwich sition 1 Malverhendtan 4 
BROMSGROVE i CREWE BRENTFORD Oar ie bere 
AYLESBURY ENFIELD 38 [FULHAM CHESTER | 733 Hever i batten “ert 5 
] READING MANSFIELD “azz ry : uF 
RESERVE MATCHES i ROTHERHAM TRANMERE E cea Fema re : ee 
BISHOPS §. “BASINGSTOKE 39 |] | SHREWSBURY — EXETER _——1 28-2 arate cullen q i 
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THE race for the ASW-Pascoe Vale 
Award is really hotting up. 


ASW’s 1989/90 inau- 
gural player of the year, 
John Filan, of St 
George, has been set- 
ting a cracking pace dur- 
ing the early part of this 
season but the Saints 
goalkeeper is getting 
plenty of opposition. 

Hot on his tail this 
year is Heidelberg sur- 
prise-packet Phil Stub- 
bins, who led the award 
for some weeks, Sydney 
Croatia’s Ivan Petkovic, 
Apia’s Alex Bundalo, 
Melbourne Croatia’s 
long-serving Josip Bis- 
kic, Sydney Croatia's 
former Saint Tony 
Krslovic, Olympic’s 
Robbie Ironside, Sun- 
shine's rising champion 
Lorenz Kindtner and 
Adelaide’s Milan Iva- 
novic. 

It is a class field in 
contention for the end 
of year prize, compli- 
ments of Melbourne’s 
Pascoe Vale Sports 
Scene, located in Bell 
Street, Pascoe Vale. 

For his efforts, the 
1990/91 Player of the 
Year will take home a 
magnificent trophy as 
well as a cheque for 
$500. : 


There are no limita- 
tions on the number of 
games played by NSL 
players chasing the 
award. 

Notes are cast by 
ASW experts at each 
NSL match on a 3-2-1 
basis. 

First past the post 
takes home the booty. 

To keep you updated 
on your favourite player 
here is the complete list 
of vote-getters after 11 
completed NSL rounds. 
See the NSL pages of 
this edition to’ see the 
current leader board 
following last weekend's 
round of matches. 


PHIL STUBBINS 


VOTE-GETTERS 
TO THE END OF 
ROUND 11 ARE: 

13 — P. Stubbins 
(Heid), J. Filan (StG). 11 
— A. Bundalo (Apia), I. 
Petkovie (SC). 10 — M. 
Ivanovich (Ad.C), J. 
Biskic (MC), T. Krslovic 
(SC). 9 — L. Kindtner 
(SGC), R. Ironside (SO). 
8 — D. Stewart (Apia), 
D. Lowe (Marc), C. Fos- 
ter (SGC). 7— R. Zabi- 
ca (Ad.C), G. McDowall 


Player award race hots up 


BY GREG BLAKE 


Sports Scene NSL Player of the Year 


The impressive ASW-Pascoe Vale Sports 
Scene NSL Player of the Year trophy — Photo 
JOE MONTEMURRO. 


(Heid), I. Gray (Marc), 
T. McCulloch (Marc), 
A. McPherson (ME), S. 
Jackson (PM), M. 
Petersen (SMH), D. 
Skeen (Woll), C. Yankos 
(Woll), D. Wilson (WM). 
6—E. Papai (Ad. C), P. 
Okon (Marc), A. David- 
son (MC), G. Hannah 
(MC), B. Milosevic 
(MC), W. Gonzalez 
(ME), R. Markovac 
(PM), M. Michalako- 
poulos (SMH), P. Tsola- 
kis (SMH), D. Clarkson 
(SGC), N. Zelic (SC), L. 
Dimov (WM). 5 — M. 
Blagojevic (Apia), R. 
Catlin (Marc), H. 
Giminez (ME), W. 
Spink (PM), A. Zinni 
(PM), S. Blair (SMH), C. 
Moffitt (StG), G. Phil- 
lips (SO). 4 —T. Vidmar 
(Ad.C), S. Parton (PM), 
M. Durakovic (SMH), 
A. Postecoglou (SMH), 
A. Koczka (StG), J. 
Waddell (SGC), A. 
Franken (SC), V. Kupre- 
sak (SC), J. Bennett 
(SO), M. Kuc (Woll), P. 
Wilson (WM). 3 — A. 
Vidmar (Ad.C), G. Jen- 
nings (Apia), J. 
McQuarrie (Apia), G. 
Bratten (Heid), D. Seal 
(Marc), R. Wheatley 
(Marc), P. Donnelly 
(MC), G. Cerro (ME), S. 
O'Donnell (ME), M. 


Soper (ME), J. Nowicki 


(ME), E. Hristodoulou 


(SO), T. Spyridakos 


(SO), F. Bate (Woll), G. 
Bouhoutsis (Woll), P. 
Brodnik (Woll), Martin 
Bourke (WM), J. Brad- 
ley (WM), P, Kay (WM). 


2 — A. Tobin (Ad.C), 
C. Veart (Ad. C), P. 


McFadden (Apia), A 
Goutzoulis (Hi 
Marigny (Marc), A. 


Marth (MC), O. Crino 


(PM), Z. Tasevski (PM), 
B. McLaren (SMH), K. 
Taliadoros (SMH), P. 
Wade (SMH), S. Baillie 
(StG), O. El Ali (StG), 
D. Mori (SGC), M. 
Lamond (SC), D. Bar- 
rett (SO), D. McAvoy 
(Woll). 1 — S. Clinch 
(Apia), B. Ellem (Apia), 


K. Okon (Apia), W 
Herd (Heid), A. Scott 
(Heid), J. Caleta (MC), 
D. Miller (MC), M. 
Talajich (MC), G. 
Brown (ME), G. Gun- 
ning (ME), K. Tra- 
janovski (PM), A. Har- 
per (StG), F. Talia 
(SGC), P. Ricoy (SC), P. 
Carter (SC), A. Bernal 
(SO), C. Gosling (SO), 
R. Hooker (SO), I. 
Cahut (Woll), M. Holli- 
field (Woll), R. Lloyd 
(Woll), J. Cavanagh 
(WM), W. Y 


Press reports that Italian talent scouts are in 


Australia to scout him. 


South Melbourne 
Hellas’ Socceroo striker 
says he only knows 
what he has read in the 
media. 


“As far as I can see 
it’s all speculation. 

“No-one has definite- 
ly said which club the 
‘scouts represent, and as 
far as I am concerned 
no-one has made any 
contact with me,” he 
stated. 


Trimboli earlier this 
year spent a few weeks 
trialling with Rangers in 
Scotland and has a firm 
offer to return to Glas- 


PAUL TRIMBOLI 


gow for more trials in 
1991. 
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I] relegation. 


), JP de 


It has been said of 

|| late that Melita is one of 
the most attractive sides 

I| to watch. 

| I, for one, fully en- 

dorse this. 

But it hasn't always 

been sunshine and roses 

for Blanco over the last 


I ness of coaching, Blan- 
l] co has had more than 


his share of disasters 
and bad luck. 

He has been at the 

helm of two NSL clubs 

| that have suffered the 

ultimate indignation of 


Both St George and 
Melita have been rele- 
gated whilst Blanco was 
at the helm. 

But we hasten to add 
that on both occasions, 
Blanco was NOT at 
fault. 

In the first case, St 
George had lost too 
many star players and 


|| Blanco was expected to 


keep the team afloat, a 
herculean task without 
|] top players. 

In the second case, 
Melita had just been 
promoted that year into 
the NSL and they found 

| the gap in standard be- 
tween NSW State 
League and the NSL too 
tough to handle. 


RAUL BLANCO 


But Blanco stuck to 
| his task and last season 
] piloted Melita back into 
li] the NSL, 
| Without the luxury of 
a reasonable break, 
Melita held their own 
and with the aid of a 
| couple of signings, 
|| Blanco cemented Meli- 
ta's stay in the premier 
I] league. 

With a settled squad 
this year, Melita has de- 
veloped into a fast, 
|| fluent side that can do 
|j| battle with the NSL's 
heavyweights, 

In fact, only last Sun- 
day week, they downed 
the current NSL cham- 
pions, Sydney Olympic, 
1-0, 


| Blanco came to Aus- 
tralia in the early 60s to 


Today, with his basic 
knowledge and experi- 
l}ence of South American 
football, Blanco has 
Melita playing a style of 
||soccer alien to the Aus- 
Iltralian scene today, but 


| This stocky, quick- 
|witted maestro has im- 
ported three top South 
[American players and 


\2 side that was basically 
Australian-born. 
Sweeper Washington 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


RAUL BLANCO, Melita Eagles’ likeable South American coach, is starting to slowly smile 
as he watches his team play some of the most attractive football in the NSL. 


HUGO GIMENEZ — Argentinian artist. 


Gonzalez, centre-back 
Alfredo Barrios and the 
dynamic, chunky mid- 
fielder, Hugo Gimenez, 
have been delighting 
fans with the brilliant 
Latin American style 
favoured by Blanco. 

Blanco, with still 
vivid mental scars of 
years gone by when he 
seemed destined to 
languish at the bottom 
of NSL ladders, no lon- 
ger takes risks. 

This season he 
wanted to sharpen his 
attack and despite con- 
Stant negative advice, 
he boldly signed fiery 


striker Marshall Soper , 


to link up with ace 
goalscorer, Greg 
Brown. 

To go and watch 
Melita Eagles play to- 
day, you must expect to 
witness one-touch, fast 
attacking football. 

You will also expect 
fo see a stack of shots on 
goal, heaps of skills and 
tonnes of creativity. 

The side has the abil- 
ity to ‘suck-out’ oppo- 
nents, then kill them off 
with a lethal counter- 
attack. 

Every player in the 
Melita side can play. 
And by play, I mean 
play soccer, not your 
usual kick-and-run 
stuff. 

Even ‘tough-guy’ 
Craig Mason, when he 
first arrived at Melita, 
was told in no uncertain 
manner by Blanco that 
he wanted ball players, 
Not destroyers. 

Mason has complete- 
ly changed his style, and 
this previous ‘hit-man’ 
hhas become creative. 

Today, Melita boasts 
some exciting material. 

Bolstering the central 
South American de- 
fence are Craig Wil- 
liams and Scott O'Don- 
nell. 


Both tough, and both 


can play. 
‘Melita’s ‘gear-box’ re- 
volves around 


Gimenez, and also has 
polish (pardon the pun) 
on the right side in Pol- 


ish Jarek Nowicki and 


young Gus Cerro, while 
on the left, the ever- 
tenacious Geoff Gun- 
ning helps wear oppo- 
nents down. 

Andy Callanan has 
been used by Blanco in 
the back-four as well as 
in the ‘middle-line’ with 
outstanding success, 

A few weeks ago, I 
watched possibly the 
best NSL match I've 
seen the last five 
seasons. 


MARSHALL SOPER — entertainer “par ex- 


lanco} 


in on Jeff Olver's goals. 
Three hit the wood- 
work. 

Melita’s off-the-ball- 
running is executed with 
intelligence to rip open 
gaps for the ball carrier 
who has almost invari- 
ably more than one op- 
tion when releasing pos- 
session. 

Such is Melita’s de- 
gree of attack-minded- 
ness that they have paid 
the penalty more than 
once in the past two 
seasons. 

You will see Melita 
leading a match with 
only minutes to go, yet 
they are still pushing’ up 
looking for more goals. 

As Blanco told ASW 
recently. “It is not good 
enough being labelled 
the ‘entertainers of the 
NSL’. We need points. 

“Tt is so very difficult 
to contain my players. It 
is in their blood and 
they all want to have a 


go. 

“I have been caught 
screaming from the 
bench ... ‘Back, back’ 
... but all to no avail, 

“Maybe I should 
change and yell ‘Attack, 
attack .., English or 
Spanish, it makes no 
difference. 

“The Melita lads love 
to attack. It’s like the 
West Ham of old... 
They were great en- 
tertainers but always 
paid the penalty | rite 
ding near the bottom of 
the ladder,” Blanco re-_ 


cellence”. 


It was Melita’s com- 
plete annihilation of 
visiting Heidelberg. 

The final scoreline 
was ‘only’ 4-0 but it 
could easily have been 
8-0 or 9-0. 

All night shots rained 


minded us. 

But Blanco is wor- 
rying needlessly I feel 
this season. 

I expect Melita to 
break into the Top Five 
in the next six weeks or 
so. 


AUSTRALIAN soccer started the year in its usual state of confusion with 
crowd disturbance, power struggles and the uncertain future of its na‘ 


coach. 


But the world code 
has ended the 12 
months looking in bet- 
ter shape in Australia 
than at any time in the 
past quarter century. 

Out went the old and 
in came the new — Syd- 
ney solicitor John Con- 
stantine became presi- 
dent of Australian soc- 
cer, replacing Queens- 
land's Ian Brusaseo, and 
was also appointed to 
the Youth Committee 
of FIFA and manage- 
ment consultant Dr 
Graham Bradley re- 
leased his in-depth in- 
vestigation into the 
game in Australia. 

Frank Arok, after an 
Olympic Games and 


BY TED SIMMONS of AAP 


Ex-Liverpudlian 
Craig Johnston 
accepted appointment 
as Australia’s Youth 
Ambassador, Mike 
Wells became National 
Director of Coaching, 
Steve Darby National 
Development Officer 
and national women's 
coach and various States 
edged into promotions 
and development. 

However, just to 
make sure Australia 
didn’t become too com- 
placent, FIFA again rip- 
ped Oceania with a 
body blow by decreeing 
the regional winner in 
the qualifying rounds 
for the 1994 World Cup 
would have to play off 


LES SCHEINFLUG 


two World Cup cam- 
paigns, decided to retire 
and Eddie Thomson 


CRAIG JOHNSTON 


and Les Scheinflug were 
appointed fulltime 
national coaches. 


against the North 
American runner-up 
and then the fourth- 
placed team in South 
America. 

On the club scene, 
Sydney Olympic finally 
lost its ‘bridesmaid’ tag 
in winning its first 
National League pre- 
miership, the Socceroos 
won the series against 
touring side Hajduk 
Split, teenager David 
Seal burst on to the 
scene as NSL top scorer 
and Zeljko Adzic was 
the ‘Player of the Year’. 

And tiny Tasmania 
flexed its muscle with a 
tobacco sponsorship 
which directly opposed 
the major ASF ‘Quit for 
Life’ sponsor, leading to 
a motion for the island 
State's suspension. 

The most important 
story to affect Austra- 
lian soccer was the 
Bradley report and the 
outstanding results it 


seems likely to achieve 


Frank Arok 


in the 100 years history 
of the game here. 

Replacement of the 
unwieldly 17-member 
interstate executive with 
a chief executive and 
commissioners to 
streamline administra- 
tion was long overdue. 

So were the decisions 
to revise the constitu- 
tion, appoint a market- 
ing manager and finance 
controller and reduce 
the NSL to a 14-team 
competition. 

NSL clubs Stridently 
opposed the Bradley 
Proposal to restrict Syd- 
ney and Melbourne to 
four teams each in the 


= 


regionalised 1991-92 
competition to allow ex- 
tension of the competi- 
tion around Australia. 

‘They will also have a 
further hurdle to over- 
come in meeting the 
strict criteria on 
finances, grounds, play- 
ers and viability and 
now have only months 
to get their house into 
order. 

Another bonus was 
the decision to bring the 
four national teams — 
Socceroos, Olympic 
Games, Under 20 and 
Under 17 — under the 
direct control of Thom- 
son and Scheinflug, who 
also had the power to 
co-opt any other 
coaches to assist. 

It didn’t take the 
national coaches long to 
get into action with the 
Socceroos in August 
winning an Indonesian 
Cup tournament but 
then losing two matches 
to South Korea, the 
Olympic Games team 
toured Europe and the 
Under 17 squad gained 


a great workout in 
Chile. 

The Socceroos face 
touring Czechoslovakia 
in January while the 
other three teams have 
to overcome Oceania 
qualifying rounds next 
year for world champ- 
ionships and the Barce- 
lona Olympics. 


There is also the Soc- 
ceroo team in self-im- 
posed exile overseas, 
consisting of leading 
players who have 
switched to Europe to 
earn fame and fortune. 

Among them are 
Frank Farina, Chris 
Kalantzis, Jim Patikas, 
Jason Polak, Graham 
Arnold, Gary van 
Egmond, Robbie Sla- 
ter, Vlado Bozinoyski 
and Jason van Blerk. 

Finally, there was the 
third visit to Australia 
by world legend Pelé. 

The occasion was to 
help celebrate his 50th 
birthday and to con- 
tinue his publicity for 
the FIFA Fair Play cam- 
paign and his unstinting 
support for the world’s 
under-privileged chil- 
dren. 

Pelé was swamped at 
his public appearances, 
with lines of children 
and adults waiting to see 


him at football grounds 
and book signings and 
members of the media 
joining the queue for in- 
terviews. 


FRANK FARINA 


His superb skill, 
temperament and re- 
markable sportsman- 
ship point to the need to 
bring much more of the 
fundamental elements 
back to the game — an 
area which is un- 
doubtedly on the ASF 

da. 


The needs for the 
game in Australia are 
clear and only time will 
tell whether the clubs 
and the Australian Soc- 
cer Federation have 
done their homework. 


month, but has been invited for the NZFA’s centenary celebrations later in the 
year. 


attend the Under 17 play-offs in Hawkes Bay because he had a prior commitment. 


or some of the other centenary celebrations between March and May. 


Allan Evans’top 
| playing history 


7 
Pe iat > 


Allan Evans (right) in action during Scotland's 5-2 1982 World Cup win 
over New Zealand. 

FORMER Scottish international Allan Evans is the man appointed to 

co-ordinate Brisbane’s bid for a team in the National League. 

He has vast experience and is a great choice for the Sunshine State. And at 34, 
he is still fully fit to take the field as a player!, 

Here is his football history: 

Age: 34 years 

Date of Birth: 12.10.56 

Allan spent most of his early life travelling the world due to his father's work 
commitment with the RAF, Allan Evans started playing football at the age of 13 
with Dunfermline Athletic in the under 14-16 grades. 

At the age of 16, Allan became a full time professional player with Dunferm- 
line Athletic and his debut was against Glasgow Rangers where in this match he 
broke his leg. 

For Dunfermline, Allan Evans played - defender and striker. During this time 
he was selected for the Scottish youth team and played against teams from 
Denmark, England and Holland. 

In 1977, at the age of 21, Allan transferred to Aston Villa for a fee of $75,000. 
Aston Villa signed Allan as a striker, and after 12 games reverted him to the 
centre half position. He captained Aston Villa from 1983-1989 and he played 500 
matches between 1977-1989 (thrd highest in club history). 

During his playing time with Aston Villa, the club achieved: 
© 1981 League Championship 

1982 European Cup against Bayern Munich, won 1-0 
1983 European Super Cup, defeating Barcelona 3-1 over two games. 
© 1983 World Championship against Penavol from South America, match played 
in Tokyo, defeated 2-0. 

Continued playing First Division throu zh to his testimonial year in 1988/89 with 
Aston Villa. 1989 transferred to Leicester City for one season. s 

Trophies Won: 1982 Best Defender — English League, Division 1. ” 

International Caps: 1982-83 Allan Evans was four times for Scotland. 
He was selected for Scotland’s national squad to play Holland, Northern Ireland 
and England. 

World Cup: 1982-83 Allan was included in Scotland’s World Cup squad and 
played in the opening match against New Zealand which Scotland won 5-2. 

During 1990 Allan and his family moved to Canada for a playing stint with 
Victoria Vistas, half way through the season he took over as coach. While in 
Canada, Allan was voted “Best Import of the Year". 


Appearances: 
© Dunfermline — 109 appearances. 
© Aston Vila — 466 appearances. 
# Football League — 374 appearances, five goals 
@ F.A.C. — 26 appearances, three goals. = 
Littlewoods Cup — 42 appearances, six goals. 
© UEFA Cup — 4 appearances. 
© European Champions’ Cup — 12 appearances 
© European Super Cup — two appearances 
© World Clup Championship — one appearance 
FA Charity Shield — one appearance 
Full Members’ Cup — two appearances, one goal. 
© Simod Cup — two appearances, one goal. 


Pelé won't be coming to the Oceania Junior World Cup qualifiers in Napier next 


NZFA chairman Warwick Gendall said Pelé had turned down the invitation to 


However, he sent his best wishes for the tournament. 
Now the NZFA have invited him to the centenary dinner in March in Wellington 


Boutsianis more than 
just a “super-sub” 


SOUTH Melbourne Hellas teenage sensation Con Boutsianis would 
rather not have the tag of “super-sub” 
him if given the choice. 


The 18-year-old strik- 
er will find his tag hard 
to shake going by his 
Performances so far this 
season when he has 
been called upon to take 
the field. 

His goal against 
Brunswick Juventus 
broke the deadlock and 
clinched Hellas the 
Gold Cup final, while 
he was up to his unique 
style of entry against 
Melita Eagles earlier in 
the season, when he set 
up the equaliser and 
then capped off his 
performance by ram- 
ming home the winning 

al. 


But Boitsianis has 
never been shy when 
the chance to score a 
goal is presented and 
has a superb record in 
the Hellas youth team 
over the past two 
seasons. 

After missing the first 
five matches of the 1988 
season, Boutsianis went 
on to score 26 goals, he 
then went on the ram- 
page again last season, 
netting 32 goals, while 
he missed out on play- 
ing in seven fixtures. 

Boutsianis, despite 
his tender age, had a 
season in the Victorian 
State League in 1987 
with Caulfield City, 
with first team experi- 
ence behind him and a 
successful conversion 
rate, a regular first team 
berth still has to be 
earned and Boutsianis is 
not going to.rest on his 
laurels as he sets about 
building his career. 

“You have to work 
hard and that means 
doing as much as possi- 
ble on your own. It's 
very important as well 
to keep fit and with 18 
players in the squad, 
you basically have to be 
patient and take your 
chances when they 
come”, said Boutsianis. 

He went on to add: 
“It’s very imporant for 
me personally to come 

_ on and play well and 
help contribute to the 
team’s performance, 
rather than just come on 
and score and not play 
well. 

“The super-sub tag is 
not what it's meant to 
be either. I just came on 
and was presented with 
the chances to score and 
Idid”. 

Like many youngs- 
ters, Boutsianis has 
ambitions of one day 
trying his luck overseas 
once he has established 
himself as a regular at 
Souths. 

“TI think the earlier 
you go and try your 
luck, the easier it is, 
while if you leave it too 
long it is harder to get a 
chance. 

“If the chance ever 
arises, yes, I would take 
it, but I don’t intend 
leaving Hellas just yet”. 

With Souths having 
such a dream start to the 
season, Boutsianis is 
confident of the team’s 
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BY DAVID BULLOCK 


that has been bestowed upon 


South Melbourne’s starlet Con Boutsianos. 
— Pic by JOE MONTEMURRO. 


chances for honours in 
both the League and 


“The club is setting a 
high goal this season. 
‘We want to win both the 
competitions, the 
League more so than 
the Cup because we 
missed out last season, 
but I still feel that Mar- 
coni is the team to 
beat”. 

The inception -of play- 
ing soccer in the sum- 
mer months is greeted 
warmly by Boutsianis, 
though he is very critical 
of some of the poor con- 
ditions of the grounds 
around the country at 

sent. 

_ “It’s pretty good play- 
ing at six or seven 
o’clock in the evening 
and it is near perfect 
when the temperature is 


around 20 degrees”. 

Adding further fuel to 
the fire, Boutsianis went 
on to add: “Players just 
can't cope with all the 
different surfaces that 
they come across, an ex- 
ample of this is with 
Steve Tassios who has 
trouble with his feet and 
is not helped in recover- 
ing by the rock hard 
grounds. 

“Our home ground, 
Middle Park, isn’t too 
bad, though it can get 
very hard when it hasn't 
been watered for a 
while, but overall it is 
probably one of the bet- 
ter pitches”. 

But Boutsianis plans 
to battle on regardless 
of the obstacles and 
sure to be a favourite 
with the Hellas fans for 
a long time to come. 


Taller players the 
order of the day 


Position of goalkeeper. 


Attention is drawn to 
the heights of both past 
and present players. 

Already in the 60s 
and 70s, soccer experts 
regarded about 170cm 
to be the ideal height for 
players. 

Their opinion was 
supported by the fact 
that soccer stars of those 
days were of that height 
e.g. Matthews and Pelé 
l7icm, Puskas and 
Hamrin 170cm, Seeler 
and Garrincha 169cm. 

However, we find ex- 
cellent players who are 
taller, more frequently. 

Every team of high 
standard has more tall 
players e.g. in the 
Toyota Cup final in 
Tokyo, the AC Milan 


BY DR JERZY WRZOS 
FOLLOWING FIFA’s idea to alter the size of 
g observations have been made regar- 
ding the selection of taller 


players were: Marco 
van Basten (187cm), 
Frank Rijkaard (188cm), 
F. Galli (184em), Ruud 
Gullit (18cm). 

Similarly, there were 
many tall players in the 
Olimpia side from Para- 
guay such as Monzon 
(184cm) or Amarilla 
(188m). 

Likewise, most teams 
at Italia 90 had many 
tall players. 

But we must not 
forget that there were 
excellent players of 
average height such as 
Lothar Matthaus 
(174em), “Toto” Schilla- 
ci (174cm), Franco Bare- 
si (176cm), Ruben Sosa 
(172cm), as well as 
Diego Maradona who 
was only 168cm. 
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players for the , 


The ‘Georgie’ faithful 
in recent years have be- 
come accustomed to 
predictions by critics 
that relegation and 
financial Armageddon 
are imminent. 

In reality, however, 
the opposite is true. 

The club’s progres- 

sive look and its high 
standard of organisation 
ensure that it should re- 
main a viable NSL en- 
tity for many years to 
come. 
The George Cross 
committee are all fully 
aware that the days of 
planning on a week to 
week basis are gone. 

The NSL has evolved 
to such as extent that 
careful planning of 
future financial re- 
sources, team manage- 
ment, and regional de- 
velopment are para- 
mount to a club’s over- 
all prosperity. 

It is no secret that 
Sunshine George Cross 
are not exactly one of 
the country's teading 
financial heavyweights, 
but steps are being 
taken by the committee 
to alleviate this 
problem. 

The club is currently 
running out the last year 
of its contract with the 
Transport Accident 
Commission, valued at 
‘$60,000. 

However, club secret- 
ary, Alf Zahara, is quite 
confident that it can 
obtain another two 
years of funding from 
the Commission since it 
has promoted the anti- 
drinking campaign so 
effectively. 

In addition to this, 
the club has recently 
employed a marketing 
zompany to scout for 
further sponsorship. 


Whilst Zahara main- 
tains that “every player 
in the club is available 
for the right price”, it is 
clear that Cross want to 
preserve their current 
squad of young hope- 
fuls. 


The committee is of 
the obvious opinion that 
greater sponsorship will 
mean a sounder finan- 
cial base. 

Hence it is hoped 
player sales will not be 
as critical as they once 
were to ensure financial 
viability. 

From a player per- 
spective, Ernie Merrick 
has assembled one of 
the most skilful young 
sides in the competition. 

However, as much as 
youth can be a bonus, it 
can also be a weakness. 

There is no doubting 
the ability and skill of 
players like Lorenz 
Kindtner, Frank Talia, 
Gary Hasler and David 
Clarkson, but through 
no fault of their own 
they have no experi- 
enced ‘general’ to lead 
them out of trouble dur- 
ing a match’s critical 
periods. 

There is no doubt the 
club needs someone of 
the Jeff Faulkner mould 
at the moment to help 
nurture these youngs- 
ters on the field. 


BY TONY ABATE 
IT is one of Australian soccer's ironies that Sunshi 


one of the NSL’s ‘poorest relations. 


The club is acting on 
this deficiency, and has 
plans to view a current 
Maltese international in 
the near future. 

By the same token, 
despite the club’s in- 
different start to the 
season, it should only be 
a matter of time before 
these players mature to 
change the emphasis 
from survival to success. 


Sunshine has also out- 
lined a policy in trying 
to maintain and expand 
its supporter base. 


Whilst the club is still 
essentially aligned to 
the Maltese community, 
according to secretary 
Zahara efforts are cur- 
rently underway to 
Promote the game 
throughout the whole of 
the western suburbs. 

During home games 
all under-14 children are 
admitted free of charge. 

This policy is directly 
aimed at fathers who 
can interest their young 
children for no extra 
cost. 

In addition to this, 
the club has extended 
an open invitation to all 
primary schools within 
the region to take part 
in free coaching clinics. 

The aim of the exer- 
cise is not so much to 
find talent, but to form 
an appreciation of the 
game so that they will 
one day form the back- 
bone of the supporter 
base. 


AROUND 
THE CLUBS 


The Sunshine George 
Cross ‘department of 


just yet but it seems 
certain to make at least 
one breakthrough this 
season. 


To the end of round 
11 — less than half- 
way through the 1990/ 
91 season — George 
Cross had scored 20 

ague goals, just six 
away from the club’s 
best effort in three 


seasons. 
In 1989 George 
Cross managed a pal- 
try 25 goals in 26 
games and during the 
first summer campaign 
it could only go one 
better with 26 goals in 
league matches. 
kk 


Heidelberg, who have 
collected a sizeable 
amount of sponsorship 
money from Olympic 
Airways and Coca- 
Cola, are believed to 
be in the market for a 
couple of strikers. 
kkk 

Aris Konstantinidis has 
resigned as president of 
struggling NSL club 
Heidelberg. Konstanti- 
nidis said his decision 
was solely business-re- 


talented players 


Despite what critics 
may say about Sunshine 
George Cross, they are 
by no means a soccer 
minnow. 

By being past winners 
of the Australia, Dock- 
erty, Ampol and State 
League Cups they have 


ine George Cross is constantly dubbed as 


imi 


DAVID CLARKSON as one of Sunshine’s 
the club is counting on his 
season — STEVE GOSCH photo. 


built a proud legacy of 
past success, 


This success should 
continue due to a for- 
ward-thinking attitude 
towards sponsorship, 
the playing squad and 
regional development. 


Souvenir shop 


success story 


BY GREG BLAKE 


THE South Melbourne Hellas souvenir and 
pro-shop is fast developing into the success 
story of the season in Melbourne. 


In the space of just six 
home games, the pro- 
shop, situated at South 
Melbourne’s Middle 
Park home ground, has 
become the first stop for 
fans coming into the 
ground on match-days. 

According to South 
Melbourne Hellas 
marketing manager 
Barry Horsfall the club 
shop, the first of its kind 
amongst the NSL clubs 
in Melbourne, has in- 
creased its turnover by 
‘over 500 percent since it 
opened on day one of 
the current season. 

Although other Mel- 
bourne NSL clubs have 
attempted to follow suit 
the South Melbourne 
pro-shop is still one out 
in terms of the items it 
stocks and the pro- 
fessional service it pro- 
vides. 

Situated outside the 
social club the pro-shop, 
if you can push through 
the crowds to see the 
range of goods on sale, 
stocks not only the ‘hats, 
scarves, balls and flags 
in the Hellas colours, 
but also a tremendous 
range of international 
gear. 


According to Horsfall 
the next biggest sellers 
behind the South Mel- 
bourne range of pro- 
ducts are those from 
English clbus Liverpool 
and Manchester United, 

“The whole thing has 
really taken off,” Hors- 
fall told ASW, 

“Tt really has exeeded 
all expectations.” 

Such is the popularity 
of the South Melbourne 
pro-shop that orders for 

~gear are coming in dur- 
ing the week as well as 
on match days. 

Enquiries for stock 
have also come from 
Adelaide and Sydney. 

Far-flung Hellas fans 
keen to stock up on club 
souvenirs can write to 
the club, care of the 
marketing manager, at 
PO Box 2064, St Kilda 
West, Victoria, 3182. 

Or just ring Barry 
Horsfall at the club on 
(03) 534-5462. 

All proceeds from the 
Hellas pro-shop go to 
the club's schools de- 


Monday! 


More South American contact sought 


Exclusive Les Scheinflug interview by MARIO ETCHART 


THE recent success 
of the Australian 
under 17 te in 
South America has 
opened new hori- 
zons for the code in 
this country. 

More contact with 
that continent will be of 
great benefit, not only 
for our youth but for 
Australian soccer as a 
whole. 

‘That is the opinion of 
Les Scheinflug, Raul 
Blanco and Eddie 
Thomson, who travelled 
with the Joeys to Argen- 
tina and Chile. 

The two victories 
over the Chilean natio- 
nal under 17 team were 
the highlights of the 
three-week tour, and 
for Les Scheinflug not 
only was it a surprise 
but also a very useful 
experience for his Joeys 
just before the qual- 
ifying rounds of the 
World Cup in Napier, 
New Zealand, next 
month. 

“Before we left, we 
didn’t know what to ex- 
pect from this tour,” 
Scheinflug admitted. 

“[ knew we were sup- 
posed to have two 
friendly internationals 
against Chile, which 
were of great value to 
us, but the way it turned 
out the trip exceeded all 
my expectations. 

“Training facilities, 
playing in front of big 
crowds, appearing in 
First Division curtain- 
raisers and training with 
Chilean First Division 
players, sharing their 
camps and experiencing 
first hand a type of soc- 
cer we do not see in 
Australia was magical 
and a tremendous boost 
for the Australian 
players. 


Television 


“We see that type of 
football on television, 
but it is not the same 
than seeing it with your 
own eyes. 

“For the first time the 
lads really realised that 
soccer can be played 
like chess, keeping posi- 
tion, holding the ball, 
knocking the ball 
around until an opening 
‘is created... 

“Although, at the be- 
ginning of the tour, our 
players lacked confi- 
dence, after a few 
matches they discovered 
that they had to be more 
assertive on the park. 

“As a result, they 
started playing the ball 
around more. It is so 
hot and humid in Chile 
that you just can't run 
all over the place. You 
must make the ball run 
for you. 

“We couldn’t waste 
balls. We couldn't give 
it to the opposition as 
much as we did early on 
tour. And the more we 
played, I think the bet- 
ter we became.” 

The Chilean Soccer 
Federation, as well as 
the local coaches, were 
very impressed with the 
Joeys, and Scheinflug is 
very grateful for all the 
support the squad re- 
ceived in Chile. 

“The local federation 
and the clubs went out 
of their way to help us,” 
he said. 


Scheinflug also re- 
vealed that Chile’s First 
Division and youth 
coaches felt that the 
Joeys were physically 
stronger than the Chi- 
lean players of the same 
age, however, technical- 
ly, the locals were a 
class above their Aussie 
counterparts. 

“Our boys compen- 
sated for their inferior- 
ity in skills by their great 
inner strength and nev- 
er-say-die spirit,” 
Scheinflug said. 


Spirit 


“We have displayed 
this spirit for years. Au- 
ssies don’t like losing. 

“The Chilean coaches 
helped us a lot after the 
two wins against Chile. 

“They brought in old- 
er players into their 
teams; 19 and 20-year 
olds, and even a couple 
of First Division pro- 
fessionals. 

“In the last two 
games, against Univer- 
sidad de Chile and Colo 
Colo, we played against 
reserve grade, full-time 
professionals, and 
although we lost to 
them 3-1 and 2-0, such 
results were not a true 


reflection of the 
games, 

“We matched them 
all the way. 


“We have to consider 
that we played five 
matches in nine days, 
and Universidad de 
Chile and Catolica have 
the best two youth 
teams in the country.” 

Les Scheinflug be- 
lieves that if we can 
blend our physical 
strength with the skills 
and ability of the South 
American players, we 
could be a recognised 
force in world soccer. 

“Definitely, and this 
is where I must give cre- 
dit to coach Hans 
Marotzke, who has 
been with FIFA for 
many years and who has 
travelled to every coun- 
try in the world,” said 
Scheinflug. 

“He told me in Fiji 
earlier this year that the 
best youth set-up in the 
world was in Chile be- 
cause they have full- 
time coaches at top 
level, full-time junior 
coaches, full-time play- 
ers, and so on, in every 
First Division club. 

“OF course, we can’t 
match this in Australia 
where we have coaches 
who look after junior 
teams twice or three 
times a week, and that’s 
not enough. 

“In South America, 
the players come from 
school and train five 
times a week and play at 
the weekend. 

“T think we are not 
soccer-hungry enough 
in Australia. 

“Tn Chile you can see 
the joy in the eyes of the 
players whenever they 
have the opportunity to 
use the ball; and they 
will use it with confi- 
dence. 

“That's something we 
have to adopt in this 
country, as well as train- 
ing every day.” 

Scheinflug supports 
the idea of greater con- 
tact with South Amer- 
ican football. 


b “ 
South American players like this Argentine — 
international may soon be role models for 


“I mentioned to my 
players from the start, 
that we have to learn to 
be confident, to believe 
in our ability. And that 
was what we learned 
over there, ” he said. 

“The Chilean players 
though physically smal- 
ler than ours, were arro- 
gant and believed in 
their own ability. 

“In the first game we 
played against Chile, 
one of their boys went 
to Eduardo Pena and 
said to him: Why are 
you on the pitch? We 
are going to eat you 
alive.” 

“We have to improve 
our individual skills and 
team work. 

“For skills we must go 
to South America. 
There is.no doubt about 
it. We can learn from 
them because they play 
soccer the way it should 
be played. . 

“They keep the ball 
on the ground, are al- 
ways very composed, 
play possession football, 
never give the ball 
away, mount quick 
breaks and when in 


Aussie players. 


trouble, 


everybody 

works to recuperate the 

ball. 
“That's 


modern 
soccer. 

“They play it to 
perfection. 


Surprise 


“1 was surprised with 
Chile. Chilean First Di- 
vision soccer has im- 
proved a lot since 
1987,” Scheinflug com- 
mented. 

On the subject of 
scholarship exchanges 
between the AIS and 
clubs like Universidad 
Catolica of Chile, the 
Australian youth coach 
is very much in favour. 

“I think lots of things 
could be done, ” he 
said. 

“Young goalkeeper 
John Crawley, who 
went to Colo Colo, has 
improved enormously 
since the day I had him 
at Blacktown with the 
youth squad, He’s been 
training on a daily basis. 

“It would be 
tremendous to be able 
to send four or five play- 
ers every year to Chile 


to give them two or 
three months of training 
there, and see what soc- 
cer is all about. 

“I’m sure that Chile 
would be quite happy to 
agree to player ex- 
changes.” 

According to Les 
Scheinflug, several 
clubs and the Chilean 
national side are in- 
terested in touring Aus- 
tralia. 

“Yes, they made it 
clear to Eddie Thomson 
and myself that they 
want to send their natio- 
nal team to Australia 
and Universidad Catoli- 
ca, Union Espanola and 
Colo Colo also showed 
the same interest. 

“That is the type of 
football the Australian 
fans would love to see 
and we would benefit 
greatly as we can learn 
from them.” 

After their South 
American venture the 
Joeys, according to 
Scheinflug, have im- 


proved their chances of - 


qualifying for the World 


aT iave to be confi- 
dent. I have to believe 
in my players, but I also 
have respect for New 
Zealand, Vanuatu, 
Papua New Guinea and 
Tahiti, ” he said. 

“You have to be cau- 
tious, but I will say that, 
we left for the tour with 
kids and came back with 
grown men. 

About our young 


“stars, the likes of Paul 


Okon, Ned Zelic and 
David Seal, Les 
Scheinflug believes that 
because of their talents 
and skills, they could do 
well playing in South 
America. 


“Give those players 
12 months in South 
America and they will 
be stars; because not 
only do they have the 


natural ability and 
strength, but also lots of 
skill. 


“In South America 
they would polish their 
skills by playing with 
better players. They 
would definitely im- 
prove their game all- 
round.” 

The Australian coach 
found Argentine, Uru- 
guayan and Chilean soc- 
cer very similar, with no 
great differences in 
style. 

“Actually, the stan- 
dard is very similar in all 
three countries,” he 
said, 

“The confidence with 
the ball is exceptional. 

“I watched the game 
between Boca Juniors 
of Argentina and Penar- 
ol of Uruguay and 
found Penarol tactically 
superb and well pre- 
pared. 

“With simplicity in 
their football and 


importance, but in the 
opinion of Scheinflug 
that may not be 
tealistic. 

“I think everybody 
would like the ex- 
change,” he said. 

“Let's put it this way, 
it would be lovely to be 
able to say: OK, top 
coach from South 
America comes here for 
a month, works with a 
team here. We do the 
same thing over there 
and we can benefit 
both. But I don’t think 
that will ever happen. 

“What we should do 
is to go there for a 


_month to work with a 


top coach in Brazil, 
Argentina, Uruguay or 
Chile. This way you get 
that extra little bit of 
light into your coaching.” 

‘Scheinflug concluded 
this in-depth interview 
by again stating that we 
have to improve our 
junior set-up. 


Les Scheinflug (left) and Raul Blanco in a 
decidedly Latin American mood. 


the will to win. 

“They played to win, 
they went ahead, and 
after, they closed the 
game up to perfection. 

“These are the things 
you can learn from 
South American clubs.” 

The possibility of ex- 
changes at coaches level 
is something of great 


“This is where’ we 
have to catch up,” he 
said. 

“It's just not good 
enough to have the kids’ 
parents as coaches. We 
need recognised 
coaches to train our 


youth — and preferably 
every day at that.” 


T GEORGE vs APIA LEICH 


St George Soccer Stadium - 


88 Bestic St, Rockdale 


‘Sunday, January 6 7m 


Youth League: St George v Apia 5pm 


SAINTLY COUPONS: $3 COUPON WITH EVERY ADULT 
TICKET — CAN BE DONATED TO ANY ORGANISED CLUB OR CHARITY. 


ATTENTION: 


Saintly coupons collectors. 


organisations and charities. 
But look out for the advertisement in AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY where the 
coupons have not been already allocated. 
Please note that Saintly coupons are only issued at the ticket box upon request. 


Saints coupons have been booked out by particular 


SAINTS SPECIAL: FAMILY TICKET (2 ADULTS, 2 CHILDREN) 
$15 + BOTTLE CHAMPAGNE. 


AEROLINEAS ARGENTINAS 


~~ LEVEL 2, 580 GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY, NSW 2000-TELEPHONE (02) 2833660 
_ 6th Floor, NOURU HOUSE, 80 COLLINS ST, MELBOURNE, TELEPHONE (03) 650 7111 
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WITH ALAN CLARK 


ADELAIDE City will 
make a sponsorship 
announcement early in 
the new year. 

The new backer is 
expected to be a local 
company which long 
has supported the SA 
Soccer Federation. 

Marketing boss, 
Dave Jenkins, con- 
firmed the deal had 
been signed and sealed 
but said an announce- 
ment would be made 
after Christmas. 

“We also are in the 
early stages of negotia- 
tions with a Japanese 
company,” he said, 
wk 


FIRST Division 
newcomer Blackwood 
has named Arthur Rut- 
tley as its coaching 
chief for next season. 
The experienced 
is likely to 
have former club assis- 
tant coach Dave Pillans 
“involved informally” 
in his coaching team. 
Ruttley takes over 
from Tommy Preston, 
who is starting a busi- 
venture in Scot- 


tok 
FIXTURES for the 


coming Foundation’ 


SA League season, 
West End Premier 
Cup and PGH Federa- 
tion Cups will be prior- 
ity items on the agenda 
of the new First Divi- 
sion Management 
Committee's first 
meeting in the new 
year. 

The committee was 
to have met on 
Wednesday but that 
was cancelled as a SA 
Soccer Federation 
board meeting: was 
scheduled, 

wk 


THE two sides of the 
summer soccer sizzle 
were shown in the gla- 
mour Adelaide City 
and Marconi clash at 


Fans love it and 
turned up in their 
droves. A crowd of 
5500 was the official 
figure but there looked 
to be oceans more. 

The poor players, 
though, suffered. They 


faced hot, humid, ener- 
gy-sapping conditions. 

“I really struggled to 
get breath in the 
second half,” said City 
goal hero Aurelio Vid- 
mar, one of the fittest 
on show. “It was really 
hard work.” 


wk 


SA soccer bosses soon 
hope to name a succes- 
sor to Mike Wells as 
general manager of the 
SA Soccer Federation. 

Negotiations are 
going on. 

*_ But vice-chairman 
Basil Scarsella said the 
SA Soccer Federation 
had “targeted a couple 
of people” for the job. 

“We have spoken 
with one person and 
the matter will be dis- 
cussed by the board,” 
he said. 

“We shall have to 
talk over if he is suit- 
able and if he is in- 
terested in the post. 

“Depending on 
what transpires we 
could advertise or not 
advertise the position. 
But we must make a 
decision by January at 
the latest.” 

kk 


THE bumper crowd 
and electric atmos- 
phere at Hindmarsh 
when Adelaide City 
downed Marconi left 
no-one in any doubt SA 
soccer can support the 
big time. 

And it admirably 
backed the Bradley Re- 
port recommendation 
for two SA teams to be 
included in next sea- 
son’s revamped NSL. 

New national soccer 
commissioner Scarsella 
claimed the support 
base was there for SA 
to field two club sides. 

“People were very 
enthusiastic about Sun- 
day’s game,” he said. 
“Apart from the lights 
situation, it was a great 
night and the fans 
would be happy to go 
back again this week. 
But there is no game. 
That could be re- 
medied next season 
when another SA club 
should be in the 
League. 

“If the second club 


L., ATL Aepy 


was to do well, there 
would be a roll-on of 
fans keen to watch the 
action. That would 
have to be good for soc- 
cer in this State.” 

The new body of 
commissioners by 
February will set 
criteria for clubs to 


league. They should be 
based on such factors 
as results, finances, 
facilities, crowd base 
and junior develop- 
ment. 


wk 


NEW Lion coach 
Dave Baker held a get- 
to-know-you meeting 
with players last week. 

Baker, who took 
Lion into the First Di- 
vision during a pre- 
vious six-year spell 
with the club, took 
over last week after 
Mike Kavalcenti res- 
igned. 

“Tt will be good to 
outline just what we 
plan for next season,” 
said Baker. “All regis- 
tered players and in- 
tending players are 
welcome. 

“After my previous 
time here, I have al- 


Part of the bumper crowd at Hindmarsh Stadium for the recent thriller 
between Adelaide City and Marconi — JANUSA KAMMA photo. 
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South Melbourne at Hindmarsh Stadium. — Picture by Janusz Kamma. 


ways wanted to come 
back to Lion. It just 
has happened a bit 
sooner than I ex- 
pected. I was in the 
right place at the right 
time.” 

Hellas, meanwhile, 
has held a players’ 
meeting to discuss the 
new season. 

Coach Alby Kidd 
laid on the line just 
what he wanted for 
1991. 

tk 


ALEX Tobin is show- 
ing just why he now is 
an almost automatic 
selection for the Soc- 
ceroos. 

Cool and cultured as 
ever, the Adelaide City 
man showed against 
Marconi he has added 
a real bit to his play. 

David Seal and 
David Lowe will vouch 
for the ferocity of some, 
tackles. 


Tobin outclassed 
Socceroo rival Steve 
on the night. 
ek 
FORMER Socceroo 
Martyn Crook should 
know what he is tal- 
king about on 
goalkeepers. 

So there is no sur- 
prise now, as coach of 
Para Hills, he is 
negotiating to lure 
Howie Jacques out of a 
year in the wilderness. 

Jacques did not play 
last season but is likely 
to sign with Para. 

Para has signed Eli- 
zabeth City striker 
Tony Reeves. 

wk 


AMPOL is to launch its 
record-making 32nd 
Ampol Cup night series 
with a barbecue lunch 
on Saturday, January 
12 at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 

The prestige series, 
which is as Australian 
as Ampol, gets under 
way the following 
Wednesday (January 
16) with a clash from 
7.30pm between Polo- 
nia and Beograd. Hol- 


der Croatia meets Ade- 
laide City at 9pm. 

Games will be held 
each Wednesday until 
the final on March 6. 

Posters, publicising 
the pre-season tourna- 
ment, have been distri- 
buted and clubs will 
attend the launch. 

The move back to 
Wednesdays looks 
good and clubs should 
give the proud sponsor 
the proper backing by 
playing as strong 
squads as they can 
muster. 

tok 


ONE more floodlight- 
ing failure could have 
denied Adelaide»City 
their fabulous, fighting 
1-0 NSL win over mar- 
vellous Marconi at 
Hindmarch Stadium. 

Power failure twice 
blacked out the cham- 
pagne game. And re- 
feree Tom McRoe re- 
vealed later that, after 
the second blackout 
just before half-time, 
he warned officials 
they had 10 minutes to 
rectify the problem or 
he would abandon the 

e. 
“Tt was just too im- 
portant a game to be 
played in 10-minute 
segments,’’ said the 
whistler. 

Meanwhile, the up- 
dated floodlighting 
system at Hindmarsh 
Stadium is unlikely to 
be completed in time 
for the Ampol Cup 
start in mid-January. 

Contractual delays 
in the Government- 
backed scheme re- 
portedly have held it 
up. Now a Christmas 
break of workers 
further will delay pro- 
gress. 

That is not good 
news after the black- 


outs. 


SHELLHARBOUR’s new coach, Bob Fryer, is 
looking above all to the club’s own talent for 


his future squads. 


Experienced players 
like last season’s team 
captain Scott Fowler, 
brother Brad, defenders 
Phil Cook, Kerry Les- 
lie, keeper Tony Mar- 
kovski, Stan Pappas, 
plus midfielders Craig 
Mason, Harvey and 
Fernando Escribano, 
youngster Zivko Jova- 
novski, Wayne Barrett 
and strikers Andy Cliss, 
Paul Keating, Dare Pet- 
reski, Lou Marras, 
Mark Mason will have 
the opportunity to 
shine. 

Ambitious youth 
grade players like Tony 
Coussens, Jason 
Pendlebury, Dean 
Ranzi, keeper Steve 
Micevski, Phil Morris, 
Anthony Stojcevski, 
Steve Petrovski, Nick 
Kotevski, Guy Tiltman, 
and experienced reserve 
graders Nick Lordkovic, 
Danny Toskoski, Bobby 
Stankovic, Sasha 
Krstevski, Sasha Seku- 
lovski, Yono Neloski, 
Darren Beaton, Billy 
Kyriakidis and David 
Laidlaw are all expected 
back into full training as 
from Tuesday, January 
15, 1991 on grounds 
next to the Warilla 
Bowling Club. 

Some players drop- 
ped out in the season 
due to injuries. 

Striker Greg Crowl 
and Ian Bradburn could 
very well join again. 

Shellharbour needs to 
attract players living in 
the area to join the only 
Premier League Club 
south of Windang 
Bridge. 

Central defenders 
like Drago Cikic and 
Klaus Wunsch have 
shown interest, 

When this year’s 
transfer list is out, it will 
be seen who is available 
and perhaps a private 
sponsor could provide a 
couple of strong players 
for Shellharbour. 


Club members or 
supporters are asked to 
seek business support 
for junior and senior 
teams again. 

The past year has 
been very good, with 
most junior sides being 
sponsored like the 
senior grades. 


Coach Bob Fryer is 
looking at players like 
Nicky Greathead (a for- 
mer Shellharbour junior) 
and Colin Carragher, or 
pooentn pia hp vs 
Barry Robinson, to re- 
join Shellharbour. 


Also players well 
known in soccer circles 
like Robert Gonzalez, 
Greg Fisher, John 
Gooding, Sony Penta- 
lon, Ivan Sovrano, all 
fierce competitors, 
would be of immense 
value to Shellharbour. 


With good backing 
from all supporters, the 
club can field a top 
team. 

Shellharbour Soccer 
Club training, to be 
attended by all players, 
kicks off once a week in 
January, on Tuesday 15 
at 6.30pm, and twice a 
week from Tuesday, 
February 12. 

It is important all in- 
tending players do join 
in early. 

Shellharbour Soccer 
Club goes into the 25th 
year of its existence in 
1991 and has developed 
from humble beginnings 
with juniors teams into 
a solid Premier League 
Soccer Club, 

It is the aim to pro- 
gress successfully next 
season, fostering young 
players to make the top 
grade. 

This year’s U15 and 
Ul6s are invited to 
attend senior training to 
trial for the U19 team, 

This coaching posi- 
tion has not yet been fil- 
led, and neither has the 
reserve grade coach. 

Candidates have ex- 
pressed interest and 
appointments should be 
made early next year. 

Don’t miss out and 
join Shellharbour for 
the 1991 season. 

The club is coached 
by an established soccer 
personality in Bob 
Fryer, the English pro- 
fessional formerly with 
Birmingham City, a 
man who has seen it all 
before and his vast ex- 
perience will no doubt 
benefit club and players 
alike, 


Adelaide City matches 
prove cloquently that 
Adelaide must have two 
teams in the National 
League. 

The loss of Adelaide 
Hellas this season means 
less revenue and a smal- 


~der end of season attend- 


ance for the National 
League. 

Though newly prom- 
oted Heidelberg can also 
draw the fans through 
the turnstiles, I believe 
that an NSL with two 
Adelaide teams is the 
only way to go. 

T can’t wait for the 
Bradley Report to be 
implemented. 

I will then be able to 
watch a game every 
week, 

I am a neutral fan, 
but support any local 
club side competing in 
the National League as 
many uncommitted soc- 
cer fans do in South 
Australia. 

AL KAITSCHUK 
PARA HILLS, SA 


THE passport of current Marconi under 19 midfielder Adam Whan will 
attract an amazing degree of attention as he completes a world-wide 
itinerary that would rival the dreams of any young player in Australia 
and leave them breathless. 


By the end of Febru- 
ary 1991 Adam will 
have completed three 
major overseas trips, 
both as a triallist with 
European-based clubs 
and as a member of the 
Australian schoolboys’ 
squad. 

His most recent foray 
saw him receive invalu- 
able experience in a 
month-long stint with 
England's finest club 
side — Liverpool. 


Adam Whan poses with Liverpool great, English international John 


Adam still has to 
pinch himself to be re- 
minded of how well he 
was treated by all the 
Liverpool players and 
management: 

“To visit Anfield and 
their trophy room is a 
special feeling, but to 
have John Barnes and 
Peter Bearsdley sit 
down after a morning 
training session and give 
you advice on improve- 
ments that can be made 
to your game was simply 
out of this world,” he 
enthused. 

“Their training 
grounds were compara- 
ble to Marconi’s main 
stadium at its best, and 
meeting “King” Kenny 
Dalglish was something 
that will never be for- 
gotten,” he added. 

Not only did Whan 
gain confidence from 
the regular training, but 
he was also given an in- 
ht into why Austra- 
lian players are more 
than capable of holding 
down a regular place in 
European-based clubs. 

“Liverpool has re- 
cently signed an Irish 
midfielder who was 18 
for $750,000 and I hon- 
estly felt 1 matched him 
in all aspects of the 
game,” he said. 

Little wonderthen that 
the exodus of top 
Aussie youngsters is 
bearing fruit in Holland, 
Belgium, Greece, 
Yugoslavia and France. 

‘Adam was selected by 
NSW Director of 
Coaching, David Lee, 
for his trip, to Liverpool 
together with five other 


players who received 
training at Chelsea and 
Norwich City as part of 
the Big Brother Move- 
ment to improve the 
performances of 
talented players. 


South East Asia 


The second part of 
Adam’s soccer educa- 
tion stems from his 
selection in the Austra- 
lian schoolboys’ team, 


Barnes. 


R 


Meeting Kenny Dalglish — a never to be 
forgotten experien 
globetrotter. 


and will allow him to 
travel with an exciting 
squad of players 
throughout South East 
Asia in January. 

Without even return- 
ing from Asia, Adam 
will head for Europe to 
complete the trifecta of 
tantalising trips that will 
provide the grounding 
for what he anticipates 
will be a solid soccer 
career. 


This final adventure. is 
the result of being 
named Marconi’s 
Young Player of the 
Year in 
early 1990, and enables 
Whan to spend time 
with top European clubs 
in Belgium and Italy. 


The strengths that 
have ensured him of 
such priceless opportu- 
nities are described by 
David Lee in the follow- 
ing assessment 


Whan’s*playing ability. 


“Ever since he was a 
developing player he 
has exhibited incredible 


ce for the young 


physical determination, 
and his aerial strength 
and sound techniques 
for a tall build have 
served him well,” Lee 
commented. 

“He certainly has the 
potential to fill any of 
the back seven positions 
in a National Soccer 
League team within the 
next few years,” Lee 
added. 

Irrespective of what 
the future holds in terms 
of career success and 
longevity in the game, 
Adam Whan has been 
the recipient of a per- 
fect preparation that 
would well and truly be 
the springboard for his 
soccer plans to take off. 

See 


” LEGACY | 
still needs i 
your belp | 


Please send donatio 


of |i to your nearest Legacy office. 


STEVE DARBY, 

National Develop- 

ment Officer, re- 

veals in his weekly 
column some of 
the national initia- 
tives developed 
from within the 

ASF. 

If you are reading 
this column, then the 
first initiative brought 
about by the ASF De- 
velopment Programme 
will be of little use to 
you. 

If that statement 
doesn’t make sense, 
then let me explain the 
reason behind it. 

If you are an avid 
reader of “Australian 
Soccer Weekly”, then 
you are probably a soc- 
cer fanatic who loves 
the game, played the 
game, watches it on 
TV and takes every 
opportunity to involve 
yourself in soccer. 

However, the vast 
majority of players in 
Australia are intro- 
duced to the game by 
enthusiastic coaches 
who have never played 
the game. 

They may be the 
father of a young girl 
who is playing at prim- 
ary school and the 
team needs a coach 
and all he has played in 
his life is rugby league, 
‘or the case of the little 
boy who comes home 
and says: “Mum, I've 
just said you would 
coach our club team.” 
And all she has done is 
seen soccer on TV! 

So the ASF De- 
velopment Programme 
has developed a 
coaching manual 
which will help the be- 
ginner coach. 

The manual will 
serve two proposes. 

Firstly, it will help 
the beginner coaches 
enjoy their coaching, 
as it will give them 
almost a cook book of 
basic skills and 
coaching hints. 

Secondly, and most. 
importantly, it will 
greatly enhance: the 
chances of the young 
players enjoying their 
first experiences in the 
game. 

All the educational 
land social research has 
shown that children in 
this era will stay in the 
lsport that they get the 
most pleasure or fun 
jout of. 
Children of today 
lwill not put up with 
boring laps around 
lovals, doing push-ups 
lat age seven or being 
made to stand in long 
queues. 

They will vote with 
their feet and go to 
sports where they get 
plenty of action, orga- 
nised sessions, plenty 
lof contacts or a ball 
land some caring, en- 
thusiastic coaching. 

A coaching book 
cannot, of course, turn 


somebody into a 
coach, but what it can 


A manual 
useful for all 


BY STEVE DARBY. 


do is support the be- 
ginner coach, give 
ideas and stimulate. 
The coaching book 
is an ideal resource 
when attending a 
coaching course. 


What also must be 
remembered is that for 
thousands of coaches, 
especially in the coun- 
try, it is impossible to 
watch in action the 
national coaches Eddie 
Thomson and Les 
Scheinflug, and there 
are only 14 NSL 
coaches and seven Di- 
rectors of Coaching. 

Also, it must be re- 
membered that watch- 
ing an NSL coach in 
action might be totally 
inappropriate to 
coaching eight-year- 
olds. 

On a personal level, 
while 1 was a Director 
of Coaching and State 
Coach of Tasmania, I 


saw a young nun- 


coaching a team of 10- 
year-old boys and I 
honestly couldn’t have 
done a better job! 

The contents of this 
coaching book, which 
will be available 
through State Federa- 
tions in early 1991, in- 
cludes: 

1. A brief history of 
soccer 

2. Rules and equip- 
ment of the game 

3. How to organise a 
coaching session 

4. A sample coaching 
session 

5. The basic skills of 
soccer 

6. How to use grids 

7. Fun games for 
soccer 

8. A homework sec- 
tion for wet days 

Overall, the book 
has everything the be- 
ginner coach needs 
and will be sold at a 
price that everbody 
can afford. 


The teams left Dar- 
win yesterday. 

The teams travelled 
to Brunei, where they 
will have a brief stopov- 
er and then travel onto 
Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. 


The schedule for the 


Singapore: Saturday 
12 National Elite Youth 
Singapore Women’s 
Club. Monday 14 Singa- 
pore pre-Olympic Sing- 
apore Women’s Club 2. 
Wednesday 16 Both 
teams will play one of 
the above teams. 


Brunei: Friday 18 
Brunei Schoolboys. 


os- JUNIOR 
PERSONALITY 
LAYER -~ 


eae = 


Miho 


ry 

FAVOURITE POSITION: Forward 

FAVOURITE PLAYERS: Maradona, 
Valderrama, Milosevic 

PLAYING CAREER: Strathfield 80, 81, 
Runners-Up in Grand Final. 

SYDNEY CROATIA: 82, 83, 86, 88, 89 90— 89, 
90 State Champions. 


ZAGREB HURSTVILLE: 
Finals winners. 


84, 85 twice Grand 


CANTERBURY DISTRICTS: 86, 87 — 86 State 
Champions, Canterbury Reps. 

NSW: U14, U15, U16 Australian Champions. 

LONG-TERM AMBITIONS: To represent 
Australia in the U19s in 1993 and to play 
for Sydney Croatia in the NSL. 


ok 
2 sk Second Sydney Croatia junior to be 
selected to play and train full-time ~ 
with AIS. Looking at his playing 
record above, if he keeps this up what 
a future this young player will have! 


compiled 


Aussie school teams are 
touring South-East Asia 


THE Australian schoolgirls and boys soccer teams have embarked on a 
combined tour of Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei. 


* Due to religious 
beliefs and customs, 
there will be no girls’ 
games in Brunei. 


The teams will return 
to Australia on Sunday, 
January 20 1991. 


1991 BOYS’ TEAM 

Bruce Grassick ACT, 
Andrew Ravanello 
ACT, John Bowles 
NSW, Peter Tsekenis 
NSW, Adam Whan 
NSW, Troy Halpin 
NSW, Michael Musita- 
no NSW, Hayden Beg- 
bie NSW, Jason Sultana 
NSW, Robert Graskos- 
ki NSW, David Widders 
NSW, Brett Lavale Vic, 
Vince De La Plaza Vic, 
Tim James Qld, Da- 
mien Harris Qld, Justin 
Playle Qld. 5 


TEAM OFFICIALS 
Tour leader — Mick 


by MICHAEL KOMADINA 


Banks, Boys’ Coach — 
Tom Sermanni, Boys’ 
Manager — Ron Pratt. 
Assistant Coach 
Richard Shortman, 
Girls’ Coach — Sue 
Andrews, Girls’ Mana- 
ger.— David Brabham, 
Assistant Coach — 
Brett Green. 


1991 GIRLS’ TEAM 


Evangelia Boubaris 
‘ina Ballerini 
Vic, Kristyn Swaffer 
SA, Emily Lancsar 
ACT, Bronwyn Hart 
Qld, Louise McMurtrie 
Qld, Mischa Rinaldis 
Qld, Mia Thompson 
Qld, Katie Smith Qld, 
Tamara Kitching Qld, 
Kristin Burke NSW, 
Stephanie Kite NSW, 
Denise Benetis NSW, 
‘Joanne Powell NSW, 
Charmaine Potter 
NSW, Amanda Patter- 
son NSW. 
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Ad City in first loss 


BY ROY HAY 


MELBOURNE Croatia inflicted its first defeat 
for the season on league leader Adelaide City 
at Somers Street in Round 12 of the National 
Youth League Southern Division on Decem- 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE NORTH 
No surprises at half- way mark — 


BY PAUL GOODWIN 


ber 23. 

Leo Stolica scored for 
Croatia and top scorer 
Carlo Talladira replied 
for Adelaide, and it 
seemed the match must 
end in a draw but a last- 
minute penalty kick by 
Joe Bacak gave Croatia 
the points in a 2-1 win. 

The pursuing pack 
took advantage to close 
on the leader. 

Sunshine George 
Cross had a comfortable 
2-0 win over Brighton at 
Dendy Park with goals 
by Ossie Latif and 
Mitchell Cattermole. 


Perry Peppas replied for 
Northcote, 
South Melbourne 


late in the game at the 
Frank Holohan com- 
plex, when a goal apiece 
took the final score to 


goal tally for the season 
to double figures with 
two goals in this match, 
one from the penalty 
spot, which turned the 
match. 

Stejpan Silic added 
the other. 

Michael Pappis 
scored a late consola- 
tion goal for Hellas 
Colts. 

Finally, Geelong City 
got some reward for a 
lot of effort with a 2-0 
upset win over Caulfield 
City at Princes Park. 

Richie Black was 


sults and scorers for 
both teams to Roy Hay 


phone results to Roy 
Hay on 052-435 966 on 
Sunday evenings so that 


we can get match re- 


THE curtain came 
down on the first 
half of the National 
Youth League North- 
ern Division season 
on Sunday and there 
were few surprises. 

The AIS will begin 
the New Year with two 
deferred games in hand 
and only one point off 
the lead. 

Only four games were 
played at the weekend 
and three resulted in 
draws with the fourth 
heading that way, too, 
until an unfortunate 


many steps with the.ball 
in the 71st minute and 
Craig Sharpley struck 


i 


PSF wae. 


hard against the defen- 
sive wall with the ball 
deflecting into the net 
for Olympic’s winner. 


Perhaps the start of 
the second round will 
see the decidedly youth- 
ful Novacastrians settle 
into a winning formula, 
as they drew much 
praise from neutral 
observers at this match. 

Sydney Academy and 
Marconi drew 1-1 on 
Saturday, Mark Dall’est 
cancelling out an early 
goal by the home side, 
with a timely intercep- 


gong the lead, 
Substitute Morris 
Reyes broke back for 


when he slipped the ball 
under an advancing 
Wolves keeper Mick 
Atsas after first getting 
past three defenders. 

Sasha Dimoski was 
able to restore his side’s 
lead, gaining possession 
on the edge of the box 
and finishing with a 
strong low shot. 

Rod Brown and Tony 
Lemezina, both rested 
from first grade and for- 
ming a formidable 
spearhead at this level 
were in the thick of the 
action. 

The 


latter and 
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brought down in-form 
striker Brad Van Epan 


the striker. 


After a scoreless first | 


period the home side 
almost struck again 


cich (Melita), Ante Milicic 
(AIS), Shaun Freestone 
(St George) 


Ross Aloisi is one of the up-and-comers for 
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CANBERRA fans are gearing up for the entry — 


into the Quit NSL of their local team, the 
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i r CHANCE FOR METROS Bieerieatnns dinates 
through ball and the One Friday afternoon 
BY LACHLAN BARKER same pair combined general manager Dave 


McQuire offered to buy 
a few rounds if the boys 
would contribute to the 


Van Epan to be directed 


: involving the soccer code, and including: Canberra Metros. straight at Scott laying of grass around 
) eer pees nfri And with the wide- Some younger park _ Preston. the spectator area at 
a) Playing being cited for infringments spread dissatisfaction players were more en- Next week St George Austral Park. 


into disrepute 


Leagues 


b) Clubs being cited for bringing the game 


c) Appearing before the Tribunals and 
Committees of the State and National 


Call us for all your legal needs. 
THEODORE SMYRNIS & SOLOMON 


pu: (02) 597 7033 


FAX: 597 


Ask for: Andrew Smymis or Mario DiLizio 


1749 


among ACT sports fans 
with the deal they are 
getting from the Can- 
berra Raiders, the Met- 
ros could reap a bounti- 
ful harvest of suppor- 


some sports followers 
about these topics. 

“A day out with the 
family at a Raiders 
match can be crippingly 


two kids and buying 
drinks and stuff quickly 
mounts up,” said one 
fan. 
“I will be happy to 
support the Metros pro- 
vided the games are safe 


thusiastic, 

The tenor of their 
comments ranged from 
“can’t wait” to “it 
will be great to have our 
own team”. 


like to play their home 
games at Bruce Sta- 
dium, a venue the fede- 
ral government is keen 
to rent out whenever 
possible. 


cheap deal on this high 
quality venue. 

With the current un- 
Test over the standard of 
grounds in the QNSL, 
this can only be a good 


have a chance to establ- 
ish their superiority 
when they tackle Apia 
at Barton Park, AIS 
having the bye. 

Marconi and Sydney 


showing than their first 
round 1-0 loss. 
Highfields plays 
Olympic and Melita en- 
tertains Wollongong 


Wollongong City, still in 
search of their first two 
pointer. 


6; Stephen Corica (AIS 
Marconi), Adam Ciantar, 


The corner boys took 
up the offer, they en- 
joyed the free drink and 

“also the ones they paid 
for themselves. 

The following morn- 


| 
Coach Willie Gal- 


lagher has indicated he 
will be using several of 
the grade final-winning 
youth team for the State 


d) Other general matters; (Criminal/ ters. It has been rumoured Croatia clash at Bossley |] League squad next _ ing it was time to repay 
) Family/C sayotomund Whilst in Canberra that the Metros would Park and Croatia will be |} season. ae, the debt; the ‘*Fab 
vie empetea 3 recently, I spoke to hoping for a better |f Troy Halpin, Richard Fourteen’” arrived to 


see a mountain of turf 
waiting to be laid (some 
5,000 sq metres in all). 
Not feeling the best 
they asked for instruc- 


Johnson, | Shane 
Oberaker and Andy 
Roberts have all caught 
the eye of Willie Gal- 
lagher. 


ens 7 expensive, If the Met 1 Macedonia, while If a pre-season com-. tions. 4 ; 
Solicitors & Public Notary UEntry to the ground. their cards right they, Adamstowd travel’ to ff petition is arranged “Green side up sald 
{st Floor, 454 Forest Rd, BEXLEY, 2207 is $40 for two adults and could receive a very the south coast to meet |f these boys could well Dave McQuire. 


Not the right choice 
of colour came the 
reply. 

The same ritual was 
conducted over three 
weekends. Con Mitsios 
is the-president, some 


get their chance to press 
for a senior spot come 
early April. 

Troy Halpin, the 
club’s leading scorer fast 
season, has recently 
toured overseas with the 


8 Fy vs ” 
and the prices are Not just for the Met- adam Poric (St George) Australian Schools’ mow say Con 
reasonable”. ros, but for the game eo cas team visiting South East McQuire is the general 
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BY GRAHAM COOKE 


The 1990 international scene in review 


AT a time in life when most women have long since relegated their 
sporting interests to social level, Michelle Sawyers is planning to move 
hers into the hotbed of top-level international competition. 


And if she succeeds it 
will be a fitting triumph 
for one of the pioneers 
of Australian women’s 
soccer, who has seen the 
game grow from kick- 
and-giggle in the 
Queensland back- 
blocks to a respected 
place in the world 
hierarchy. 

Barring injury, defen- 
der Sawyers, 30, will be 
represexting her coun- 
try next May in the 
Oceania qualifying com- 
petition for the first 
women’s World Cup. 

Should her confident 
prediction that Austra- 
lia will qualify prove 
true she will be a key 
member of the squad 
travelling to the finals, 
scheduled for China in 
November, 

And while she is un- 
doubtedly one of the 
most talented players 
Queensland has pro- 
duced, the high road to 
China has not always 
been easy. 

Former national 
coach John Doyle drop- 
ped her from his’ first- 
choice squad for the 
Oceania Championships 
in Brisbane two years 
ago — a clear indication 
he considered she had 
outlived her usefulness, 

No-one would have 
blamed her for retiring 
there and then, instead 
Sawyers gritted her 
teeth, accepted a place 
in the Australian B side 
and went all out to 
prove Doyle wrong. 

His successor, Steve 
Darby, was convinced. 

Darby, in the kindest 
possible way, describes 
her as a freak, 

“Normally, 1 would 
not consider a person of 
her age in the kind of 
team I am trying to 
build at international 
level,” he said. 

“But Michelle breaks 
all the rules. I never fail 
to be astonished at her 
level of fitness and dedi- 
cation.” 

His words were born 
cout by tests made on the 
squad at a recent train- 

at the Austra- 
lian Institute of Sport 
where her ‘results put 
her ‘in the top ‘five for 
‘physical condition — 
better than players’a 

Perhaps mest surpri- 
singly, Sawyers does not 
retain these standards at 
the expense of family 
life. 

She is married to 
Steve, an Olympic stan- 
dard wrestler, and has 
two children — pregn- 
ancies which have been 
the only major interrup- 
tions to a 16-year play- 
ing career. 

She is philosophical at 
her inevitable “‘Super- 
mum”’ image. 
worked f other 
athletes and if it helps to 
raise the profile of 
women’s soccer so be 
it,” she says. 

‘Michelle Sawyers has 
been involved since she 
was 13 — im a soccer- 
crazy family where her 


brothers and sisters all: 


played and her father 


“Ops > 


Michelle Sawyers 
coached it was the most 
natural thing in the 
world. 

She went to the first 
national championships 
in 1974, but in those 
early years lived in the 
shadow of elder sister 
Gail who captained the 
state. 

Her first club, and the 
one she has been with 
for all but one playing 
season, is Coalstars of 
Ipswich. 

“T's always been 
handy for me, because I 
live about 20 minutes 
outside Ipswich and 
travelling further afield, 
such as the one season 
when I represented 
Easts in Brisbane, has 
always been difficult,” 
she said. 


thing and I think he 
could do quite well.” 

She acknowledges the 
support she has had 
from her husband in her 
pursuit of soccer fame. 

“Tt’s hard to stay in a 
sport if you're married, 
because there’s guilt ab- 
out going away and 
leaving your husband to 
look after the kids, but 
Stephen has always 
been the one to push me 
into keeping fit and 
trying for the very best. 

“I'll never regret 
choosing soccer over 
any other sport, 
although I'd have to say 
that at the end of each 
season I’m sick of the 
game, 

“But two weeks later 
the urge comes to get 
back into it. 

“And now, at least, I 
have something really 
outstanding to aim for. 
The pinnacle of any 
sports person's career is 
to go to a world 
championship and that’s 
within my grasp. 

“Yes I've‘had a long 
wait but maybe, for me, 
it’s been for the best — 
different coaches pick 
different people and if 
the World Cup had 


New Zealand v Taiwan action. The Au- 

ssies must eliminate the hard-to-beat 

Kiwis to qualify for the World Cup in 
China. 


She has since played- 
coached: the team into a 
‘First ‘Division spot dur- 
ing which time the club~ 
has ‘expanded with the 
addition of Second and 
Fifth Division sides. 

“The Fifth Division 
side is mostly 13-year- 
elds,’” she says. 
“They're it hard 
playing against adult 
women, but because we 
have coached them 
from the start they are 
doing alright.” 

One member of that 
Fifth Division team is 
Michelle’s 13-year-old 
daughter, Nicole. 

“She has actually had 
a couple of games in the 
firsts and it’s certainly _ 
strange to hear someone | 
shouting ‘pass the ball 
mum’. I'm not sure how 
far she’ll go, but I am 
‘certainly not getting her 
hopes up about repre- 
senting Queensland or 
anything like that. 

*My son, Mark, who 
is 10, seems much more 
inclined to go for every- 


been held, say three 
years ago, I probably 
would not have been 
there.” , 

As. it is, 1991 is shap- 
ing to be a vintage year 
for Australian soccer's 
super-fit Supermum. 
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goal, 


| World game set for 


a booming new year 


BY BRIAN TRUSDELL of AP 


AFTER years of being hurt by repeated fan violence, soccer damaged its own image in 1990 
lity to develop a plan to reverse the trend. 


with a dull, defensive World Cup and an 


In years past, soccer 
took a beating over 
events such as the 
Heysel Stadium riots in 
1985 and the Hillsbor- 
‘ough tragedy in 1989. 

But in 1990, the first 
1-0 final in the 60-year 
history of the World 
Cup, and one in which 
the only goal was scored 
on a penalty kick, dam- 
pened the spirit of even 
some of the most ardent 
soccer fans. 

Unless, of course, 
you were German. 

West Germany's vic- 
tory over Argentina set 
off wild celebrations 
from Berlin to Bonn 
three months before 
unification with East 
Germany. 

“This was more vio- 
lent than the revolu- 
tion,” East Germany re 
sident Helmut Klemm 
said of the marauding 
fans. “Why can’t they 
just barrack for the 
team?” 

Andreas Brehme’s 
79th minute penalty 
kick lifted West Ger- 
many to its third World 
Cup, but the victory in 
Rome wasn’t without 
controversy or criticism. 

None of the criticism 
was levelled at West 
Germany, a pre-tourna- 
ment favourite that was 
one of the few teams 
praised for its overall 
attractive style of play. 

Criticism 

FIFA took the brunt 
of the criticism. 

Defending champion 
Argentina claimed the 
World Cup final was 
“fixed”, and others said 
soccer's ruling body 
should have acted 
against defensive tactics 

led to an all-time 


low 2.21 goals per game 
average, nearly a goal 
less 


Single 
with the hope of win- 
on penalty kicks. 


lowever, Argentina 
wasn’t alone in its 
In the preliminary 
round of Group F, all 
but one game involving 
England, the Nether- 
lands, Ireland and 
Egypt ended in a 1-1 or 
0-0 draw. 

FIFA tried to address 
the problem before the 
World Cup, altering the 
off-side rule. The “eyen 
is now on-side” amend- 
ment, coupled with a 
red card for the so-cal- 
led “professional foul” 
were adopted in the 
hope of encouraging 


died about: increasing 
the dimensions of the 
inating the 
off-side rule and reduc- 
ing the number of 


ANDREAS BREHME: scored Germany's 
World Cup winning goal at Italia ‘90. 


players. 


But with purists 
claiming it was not the 
game at fault, but the 
way coaches teach it, 
and that the proposed 
changes were only to 
appease a soccer-illiter- 
ate US audience, the 
suggestions met con- 
siderable resistance. 

And without a united 
front or consensus, it 
appears little change is 
likely for the 1994 
World Cup in the Un- 
ited States. 

However, the World 
Cup in Italy did have its 
moments. 


ROGER MILLA — in- 
spired Cameroun to 
great heights. 

From its opening up- 
set of Argentina — 
where it used rough 
marking of ‘star striker 
Diego Maradona — 
Cameroun’s incredible 
Tun was a marvel, cli- 
its dramatic 
3-2 extra-time quarter- 


final loss to England. 


Roger Milla, who 
came out of retirement 
at 38, led his country to 
inspired play, including 
a 2-1 extra-time victory 
over Colombia in the 
second round. 

Elsewhere, Salvatore 
Schillaci came off the 
bench twice in the first 
round to spur victories 
and scored a tourna- 
ment-high six goals 
to lead Italy into the 
semi-finals. 

Despite the criticism, 
“half of the human race 
watched soccer at least 
once’’, said Italia "90 
head Luca de Mon- 
tezemolo. 

Except, in the United 
States, where television 
ratings were poor. 


No violence 


Partially to blame for 
eee low ratings was the 
ance of the 
ie team, which made 
its first appearance in 
finals in 40 years. 
‘opening game 5-1 
loss to iczpchoniovakia, 
@ respectable 1-0 loss 
to host Italy and a 2-1 
loss to Austria im 
a two-man 
the end of the oahy 
placed the United States 
23rd out of 24 teams and 
generated little interest 
at home. 

One plus for the 
World Cup was that 
feared massive violence, 
particularly from Eng- 
lish fans, never 
materialised, 

With the English 
national team exiled to 
the island of Sardinia, 
only half of the ex- 
pected 8,000 English 
fans made the trip and 
they were met with an 


oo equal police pre- 


Pfau fied Sineot tio 
were closed up to 72 


hours before, during 
and after matches. But 
it wasn’t a World Cup 
completely void of 
hooligans. 

One of the worst inci- 
dents involved German 
fans, who smashed 
shops in Milan. About 
100 were arrested, 44 
sent home and five sent- 
enced to two years in 


jail. 

Apart from the World 
Cup, there were spor- 
adic outbreaks of fan 
violence in Europe, 
most notably in newly 
united Germany, parti- 
cularly in the east. One 
young fan was shot and 
killed by police, who 
were trying to break up 
riots in Leipzig after a 
game. 

Political problems 
also fuelled violence in 
Yugoslavia, where a 
game between league 
champion Red Star Bel- 
grade and Dinamo Zag- 
teb ended in jot. 

On a positive note, 
England finally re- 
turned to European 
Cup competition as a 
five-year ban on English 
clubs was lifted. 

Aston Villa and Man- 
chester United became 
the first clubs from Eng- 
land to play on the con- 
tinent since the 1985 
Champions’ Cup riots at 
the Heysel Stadium in 
Brussels. 

On the field at least, 
Italy demonstrated its 
dominance of club play 
by capturing all three 
European Cups: Juven- 
tus the UEFA Cup, 
Sampdoria the Cup- 
Winners’ Cup and AC 
Milan successfully de- 
fended its Champions’ 
Cup title. 

AC Milan also trium- 
phed again in the 
Toyota Intercontinental 
Cup, beating Olimpia of 
Paraguay 3-0 in Tokyo. 

Olimpia advanced to 
the one-game Toyota 
Cup, generally viewed 
as the eee club 

h 


by 


dores that was iatred i 


by threats of bribery 
and intimidation. 

The_biggest of the 
scandals broke in the 
quarter-finals. 

The South American 
Soccer Confederation 
voided Atletico Nacio- 
nal’s 2-0 victory over 
Brazil's Vasco de Gama 
‘on August 29 in Medel- 
lin, Colombia. 

The action was taken 
because referee Juan 


Daniel Cardetlino was 


threatened with death if 

he didn’t ensure a 

Nacional Medellin win.’ 
The match was re- 


played and Nacional -' 


still won 1-0, but the 
‘Confederation also bar- 
red Colombia from hos- 


ting any Confederation- 


sanctioned games. 


INTER Milan’s Ger- 
man star Lothar 
Matthaus has made 
it official. 
After winning several 
1990 Player of the Year | 
ayares) - = yates ELEVEN US cities have filed early - _ 
best player int Rope applications to take part in the 1994 
for 1990 after winning | World Cup. 
France Football's Euro- 
pean Player of the Year 


Some 32 communi- interest in the tourna- 
La ee sooty ment ae snehooees 
ti i stated their desire to across the Unite 
the official place award | Bost’ World’ Cup States,” World Cup 
and Matthaus captured | Matches and have until USA 1994 co-chair- 
137 out of a maxium of | May 1 to submit man Charles Cale said. 
145 votes. applications. Jim Trecker, a 
Second was Italy's Among the early ap- spokesman for the 

Salvatore Schillaci, 50 | plicants, nine sent in Organising Commit- 
votes behind, and Inter | bids to stage the qual- tee, said a report in a 
Milan's German defen- | ifying draw in Decem- British newspaper that 
der Andreas Brehme | ber next year. major stadium owners 
came third. They are Chicago, are unwilling to com- 
Dallas, Houston, Hon- mit themselves to the 
olulu, Kansas City, World Cup was ‘totally 
|| New York/New absurd.” 

| Haven, Charlotte, “We've never had a 
_ | Orlando, and Phoenix. stadium problem,” he 
E Cities making early said. “In fact, it's quite 
E bids for matches were the contrary.” 


Heusen ae Charlotte, Chicago, Kansas City was pre- 
Honolulu, Minneapo- pared to tear up the 
lis-St Paul and Phi- artificial turf at Arrow- 
ladelphia. head Stadium, home 


“The fact that so of the National Foot- 
many communities ball League team the 
have formally declared Chiefs, and Teplace it 
their desire early to with grass as required 
host games and the by FIFA, and the Uni- 
qualifying draw for the versity of Michigan 
1994 World Cup de- had similar plans for its 
ENGLAND’s Gary | monstrates the broad 100,000-seat stadium. 


Lineker has won 
Sampdoria’s Gianluca Vialli takes a spectacular fall at the feet of team-mate Srecko this year’s FIFA 
Katanec, the Yugoslav international, in a recent Italian League game. Fair Play award, 
worth more than 
50,000 dollars. THE French The players’ union 


English Boom Spur satriber dineh-«) LOR gne) Has, ap- | ialemba Foie Rist 
er, who led England | proved a sei of casase qaperauese 
co ie gomsct | measures in S20Ny weet 

NEW Brazilian coach Paulo Roberto Fal- | FORGET about moving the woodwork | the World Cup in Ita- | tended to rescue 


" A es ing in compensation to 
cao has warned that it could be another | — English football is already enjoying a | 1. was chosen for the | the game from a aiclab wea sinser 


i rize for his exem- . 
10 years before his team is ready to | 904! boom. Lhe Se series sf financial teaves ‘at the end of @ 
‘hallenge again. 5 re FIFA pointed out | problems. | =. 
bs eaptea Word sue" - First Division strik- thatthe te never been But the players, who The new measures 
ers rattled up their booked or sent off ina | look set to lose money also cut the number of 
00h j goal of thejenn: career which has taken | as a result, may well professionals at First 
son on Boxing Day. him from his home | rebel through the pro- Division clubs from 21 
So far they have town club Leicester to | fessional footballers’ to 19 for next season 
~ notched 459 at an aver- Everton, Barcelona | union. and from 16 to 15 in 
age of 2.75 a game. and Tottenham. Club chairmen, the Second Division. 
‘That is a rise of 6.2 A likeable, mild- | under fire for alleged 
Per cent on last season mannered man, | mismanagement with The union fears un- 
and demonstrates you Lineker has never | many sides on the employment among 
do not need to make been seen to retaliate | verge of bankruptcy members and is also 
goals bigger, as FIFA despite the harsh | and some involved in against the elimination 
boss Joao Havelange treatment he has often | fraud cases, of the release clause in 
had suggested, to received at the hands | unanimously adopted contracts which was 


make the game more 
spectacular, 

Liverpool lead the 
way, with Ian Rush 
and Peter Beardsley 
helping them average 
more than two goals a 
game. 

Their example is 
being copied through- 
out the League, with 
rises in goalscoring of 
2.5 per cent in the 
Second Division, 2.7 5 
per cent in the Third E re 
and 0.8 per cent in the PAUL GASCOIGNE 
Fourth. 

So far the fans who goals in 17 games). 
have surged back to Third-placed Crystal 
give the League a re- Palace's success has 
cord fifth consecutive seen them attract an 
attendance boost have extra 3,000 fans a 
seen 2,268 goals, or 2.7 game and Tottenham, 
a game. helped by the 

personality and talent 

Newly promoted of Paul Gascoigne, are 
Sunderland and Shef- drawing an extra 
field United are en- 6,000. 
joying attendance rises Overall gates are up 
ROBERTO FALCAO of 35 per cent and 27. by 3.7 per cent this 
Per cent, even though season, to 8,435,742 — 


of opposing defenders | changes in the man- also passed at the win- 
at club and internatio- | agement rules in a bid ter general meeting 
nal level. to clean up the game. in Paris, 


“We've got to “We're not produc- | Sunderland i 
change our attitude,” ing great players the ith ince Fist Dive hase 
he wars. way we used to and it | sion and United ha- $688 last seveon i es 
tats tasis F x ie Rainer, one of the few former East 
ene OunsoD., Will take Tot OF Works | vent wn. a game and = ‘The First Division is Sssckaen ah IB canmeate for Berti Vogts’ united Ger- 
thinking that Brazil and a very long time to | have the lowest scoring showing the biggest Se eal team. The ‘new’ Germany won its first game 
will always win. Put things right. average (0.43, or seven rise, up 13 per cent to Be inst Switzerland in Stuttgart two weeks ago: 
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